
 

 

COMMUNITY VILLAGES 

What is a Community Village?  

The City of Villages strategy is a central theme of San Diego’s new General Plan. The strategy 
focuses growth into mixed-use activity centers that are pedestrian-friendly districts linked to an 
improved regional transportation system. Each “village center” is the mixed-use heart of its 
neighborhood or larger community. These neighborhood and community villages are envisioned 
to have a highly integrated mixture of uses, accessible and attractive streets, and public spaces.  

What is an Example of a Community Village in Another Part of San Diego?  

Neighborhood and Community Villages occur throughout San Diego. The inspiration for the 
concept comes from older neighborhoods in the city where there is a mixture of housing, retail 
stores, and businesses. Some examples include the Barrio Logan neighborhood and the 
University Avenue/30th Street area in North Park. Community Plans may include 
recommendations for new development to provide features for enhancing the pedestrian and 
visual environment as part of new development projects. 

What Does a Community Village Mean for the Encanto Neighborhoods?  

A village is proposed in Encanto and is envisioned to grow into the mixed-use hub of the 
surrounding area. The village would surround Euclid Avenue and Market Street. The village 
designation will draw on the existing cluster of activities in these areas, and the high level of 
transit access and use.  

A high-density, mixed-use environment has been on the drawing boards for some time for this 
area, including most recently in the Euclid + Market Land Use and Mobility Plan. The Village at 
Market Creek and the restored section of Chollas Creek that runs through it form the nucleus of 
an area that will include a diversity of housing, employment, and retail uses. Plan policies will 
also bring about streetscape improvements and new public plazas and amenities.  

Some typical development types that would be made possible in the Village areas are shown on 
the following page. These include medium-high density residential housing, as illustrated by the 
Los Vientos and Mercado projects in Barrio Logan; mixed-use buildings with residential over 
retail; and enhanced shopping centers with a pedestrian focus. Improved streetscapes, plazas and 
parks are also anticipated, and examples are provided. 

  



 

    

      

Existing community facilities, civic spaces, and active sidewalk-oriented retail establish the 
Euclid and Market area as the community’s center. 

 

      

Mercado, Legacy Walk, and Los Vientos Apartments (left to right) provide examples of housing 
that could be developed at village densities. 

 

        

New public spaces in village centers may include plazas, community gardens, and enhanced 
streetscapes. 

 

 

 



Encanto Draft General Mobility Concepts 
 
 

Urban Streets (Market Street, Imperial Avenue, Logan Avenue, 47th Street, Euclid Avenue) 
 

 Right-Sizing Complete Streets 
 
La Jolla Blvd Before  

 
 
La Jolla Blvd After 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Bicycle Facilities 
 

Sharrows  Conventional Bike Lanes 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buffered Bike Lanes                       Cycle Tracks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Enhanced Pedestrian Environments 
 

Curb Extensions & Enhanced Crosswalks 

 

 Pedestrian Refuge Islands 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pedestrian Countdown Signal & LPI (Lead Pedestrian Interval) 

 
 
 
 

Transit and School Nodes 
 

 Enhanced Pedestrian Environments  
o sidewalks 
o high visibility crosswalks 
o shorter crossing distance 
o appropriate traffic control (traffic signal, ped signal, warning beacons) 
o adequate lighting 

 

 Enhanced Bicycle Environments 
o safer bicycle facilities 
o adequate bike storage/parking 
o slow down vehicles 

 

High Collision Areas 

 Traffic calming and safety improvement measures 
 
 

Encanto Community Overall 
 

 Develop a connective and feasible community-wide trial network 



 
 

Draft Vision and Guiding Principles 

Draft Vision 

The Encanto Neighborhoods form a scenic and vibrant community recognized as a jewel in 
San Diego. Encanto is known for its panoramic views, its unique arts and culture, its hip vibe, 
and its green spaces. The area is safe, welcoming, business-friendly, and innovative. It is a 
destination bustling with activity and night life, with a wealth of healthy food options, 
businesses, and things to do and see. Mixed-use development with a diversity of housing 
clusters along the trolley line, while other parts of Encanto provide an atmosphere of country 
living in the city. The community boasts great parks and high-quality recreational facilities. It 
is a healthy and diverse place with an unmatched quality of life and a good environment for 
children. 

Draft Guiding Principles 

1. Celebrate Encanto’s cultural diversity by fostering inclusive neighborhoods, and 
developing the community as a destination for arts, culture, food and entertainment. 

2. Promote a balanced community by enhancing opportunities for neighborhood commerce 
and retail uses, encouraging employment-oriented uses, and emphasizing creative 
enterprises.  

3. Focus new development in key walkable, mixed-use, higher-density nodes along Imperial 
and Market corridors, linked to transit, and maintain the overall dominant single-family 
character of the community.  

4. Enhance the open space network formed by parks, canyons, and creek corridors, with a 
focus on restoring the Chollas Creek system. 

5. Develop a complete network of walking and bike paths and open spaces, and encourage 
outdoor activity. 

6. Enhance accessibility and convenience of transportation by all modes. 
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