
DARE TO REUSE

Wings of Recycling

Mac Simpson 
Muirlands Middle School  
Grade 6

Medium:  Hangers, cardboard, marker caps,  
candy wrappers, bark, plastic bags, forks, corks

Artist’s Statement:  “Ms. Cox showed us pictures  
of recycled art pieces and someone came up with 
an idea to do a bee.  I thought of animals I could  
do and I came up with a butterfly.”

2014
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Elephant Crying

by Benjamin Flores 
Encanto Elementary 
Grade 4

Medium:  Cans, bottles, paint, toilet paper rolls

Artist’s Statement: “I did this because I love elephants and I had a lot of 
cans and bottles so I did an elephant made out of cans and bottles.”
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The Famous Pig

by Laura Douglas 
Mann Middle School 
Grade 8

Medium: Fabric and string

Artist’s Statement:  “I love pigs so I 
wanted to do a piece that reflected 
how much I love them.”
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Garden Flowers

by Danielle Yzaguirre’s 5th grade class 
Torrey Pines Elementary

Medium:  Water bottles, sharpies, beads

Artists’ Statement:  “We had a large amount of 
water bottles piling up in our recycle can so we 
decided to make something beautiful.”
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Toy Earth

by Amy Arreola and Paola Perez 
Golden Hill K-8 
Grade 8

Medium:  Cardboard, paint, used toys, glue

Artist’s Statement:  “Since Earth Day is soon  
Amy and Paola wanted to create something  
that represented the Earth using recycled toys.”
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Trashcerotops

by Sergio Iniguez 
Muirlands Middle School 
Grade 7

Medium:  Sculpture - Newspaper, cardboard,  
plastic soda bottles

Artist’s Statement:  “I like dinosaurs and I think  
you can build anything with renewable stuff.”
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Bob the Robot

by Amina Bannavong 
Mann Middle School  
Grade 8

Medium:  Assemblage with found objects

Artist’s Statement:  “I created this because  
I didn’t want to create something boring.   
What’s more cool than seeing a recycled robot?”   
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Peace Gun

by Raymond Chau 
Mann Middle School 
Grade 7

Medium:  Assemblage with found objects

Artist’s Statement:  “I made this gun because  
I wanted to make world peace and end war.”



 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Notes:

Notes:   1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 27 28 29 30 31

JULY 
2014

AUGUST 2014
 S M T W T F S
      1 2 
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 10  11 12 13 14 15 16 
 17  18 19 20 21 22 23 
 24  25 26 27 28 29 30 
 31

JUNE  2014
 S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 15  16 17 18 19 20 21 
 22  23 24 25 26 27 28 
 29 30

Independence Day



Pallet Chair 

by Anna Morris 
Holmes Elementary 
Grade 3

Medium:  Wood

Artist’s Statement:  “Because I wanted  
to have a little time with my dad.”
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1-800 Pay Phone

by Juan Sical 
Mann Middle School 
Grade 8

Medium:  Assemblage with found objects

Artist Statement:   “I thought that I would like  
to show everyone what old pay phones were like.”
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Skeleton

by Jordan Jones 
Kearny High School 
Grade 9

Medium:  Plastic from milk cartons

Artist’s Statement:  “A skeleton that  
would be perfect for October.”
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Spoon Light

by Marco Gallo 
Encanto Elementary 
Grade 4

Medium:  Plastic spoons, light,  
cord with switch, hot glue gun

Artist’s Statement:  “To bring light and  
creativity to a school where there is none.”
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Winter Skiers

by Johan Cortez, Vanessa Huerta, and Kaylee Slagle 
Field Elementary 
Grade 3 & 4

Medium:  Pine cones, baby clothes, popsicle sticks

Artists’ Statement:  “Awesome skier going fast.”
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Plastic Chandelier

by Helen Kong 
Kearny School of International Business 
Grade 9

Medium:  Plastic bags, hot glue gun,  
plastic foam plate

Artist’s Statement:  “I wanted to show  
my creativity. I recently learned how to  
crochet and I wanted to show my skills.   
I also want to promote the idea of recycling.”
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY
OFFICE OF EDUCATION

The “DARE TO REUSE” art contest started out as an annual art exhibition for local found-object artists  

in the San Diego area.  Past pieces have been some of the most creative and thought-provoking artwork in recent 

years.  The exhibition eventually spread as an art contest to school aged children in 2011, with the online calendar 

being the first of its kind for the City of San Diego’s Environmental Services Department.

ART CAN HELP PROMOTE REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLING FOR LIFE.   

Considering the number of items that go into an average landfill, one can see we are vastly overusing our  

resources and filling up our landfills much too quickly.  The philosophy of “reduce, reuse, recycle” is more important 

than ever and by practicing these three rules of thumb through any art medium, we can show others how easy  

and fun it really is! 

The contest and second exhibition are made possible through a collaboration of the City of San Diego’s  

Environmental Services Department, the San Diego County Office of Education, and the New Children’s Museum. 

Funding was generously provided by WAXIE Sanitary Supply.
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