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Dear Promise Zone Network,

This month, the San Diego Promise Zone will host
the Youth-Led Career Expo at the Balboa Park
Club on March 18 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Our
sponsors have donated some terrific raffle prizes--
including the chance to win a laptop computer!
Please share the flyer below with job seekers and
employers who may be interested.

In March, we recognize National Credit Education
Month and Cesar Chavez Day on March 31.  We
also recognize Women’s History Month, which
brings attention to the accomplishments women
have made throughout history. Support a few
women-owned businesses in San Diego here.

Many events and resources are highlighted this
month, including multiple opportunities to
practice civic engagement. Enjoy the newsletter
and we hope to see you at the Career Expo!

~San Diego Promise Zone

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARTNERS
FROM THE PROMISE ZONE STAFF
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https://www.sandiego.gov/staging/3rd-annual-your-future-now-youth-led-career-expo
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/national-credit-education-month/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/national-credit-education-month/
https://ufw.org/research/history/story-cesar-chavez/
https://www.womenshistorymonth.gov/
https://sandiegomagazine.com/everything-sd/women-owned-businesses-san-diego/
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Visit SanDiego.gov/PromiseZone for a list of employers and raffle prizes!

https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/san-diego-promise-zone/3rd-annual-your-future-now-youth-led-career-expo


WORKING GROUP UPDATES

Jobs and Education
During the February Jobs & Education Working
Group meeting, Donika Moreno, SDPZ AmeriCorps
VISTA Operations Associate, presented about the
SDPZ 2025 Youth-Led Career Expo. She shared how
partner organizations can contribute to the Career
Expo, such as sponsoring, volunteering, being a
vendor or bringing a group of students. Students
from Lincoln High School were able to join the
meeting to share their insights to help guide
planning. Partners had the opportunity to discuss
how their organization can contribute and further
collaborate in breakout rooms. For more
information, please reach out to Donika Moreno,
donikam@sandiego.gov.

Housing Affordability
The Housing Affordability Working Group met on Jan.
8, 2025, and heard a presentation by Julie Corrales
from Tierras Indigenas Community Land Trust
(TICLT). The presentation included the origins of
TICLT as well as the hard work done by community
members to get it off the ground. Julie provided
information about the tenants and members of the
community that will be active in the TICLT as well as
different workshops and programs designed to
educate community members. The discussion after
this presentation focused on educating people and
organizations in the Promise Zone about land trust
models and the benefits they provide. For more
information, reach out to Oscar Silva,
OSilva@sandiego.gov. 

Healthy Communities
The February Healthy Communities meeting
consisted of an in-depth overview of the Get-It-Done
app, including how to utilize it and data regarding
current usage. The Get-It-Done app connects with 11
City departments, each with its own set of priorities.
All reports are checked by a human intake team, and
no report goes unaddressed for more than a few
minutes. One highlight of the presentation was that
satisfaction scores within the app had improved in
several categories, including Graffiti Abatement (91)
and Illegal Dumping (78). At the conclusion of the
presentation, partners inquired about the possibility
of additional Get-It-Done presentations at other
community meetings and potential improvements to
the app, such as an appeals process. Both requests
are under consideration.

Economic Activity

The February Economic Activity meeting was
centered around identifying programs that could
assist local small businesses by providing new
opportunities and assistance. To that end, we
heard a presentation from the CA Jobs First
initiative on the $9 million in funding they received
to boost San Diego area businesses that operate in
five key areas: Agriculture, Industry &
Manufacturing, Arts & Culture, Tourism and Life
Sciences. The second presentation from the City of
San Diego’s Small Business Advisory Board focused
on assisting small businesses by amplifying their
voices and transmitting their concerns to City
policymakers. Following the presentation,
participants discussed how they could best inform
small business owners about these organizations
and the programs they provide.

 Housing Affordability:
Thursday, March 6 
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

 Healthy Communities: 
Thursday, March 13
 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

 Jobs & Education: 
Thursday, March 20 

2:30 p.m.-4 p.m.

Economic Activity:
Thursday, March 27 
10 a.m. -11:30 a.m. 

March 2025

https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItdeCtrDgoHOJL4eUE_4KoVIpzScQbKtc#/registration
https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceyqpj8sE3DVVvwOb2m3qQ8TYWMfPHI#/registration
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San Diego Promise Zone Website

Promise Zone Updates

bit.ly/SDPZWPF

The new San Diego Promise Zone
webpage  is now live! We invite you
to explore the site and share your

feedback to help us make
improvements.

Share your thoughts here:

March 9 to 15 ,  2025 is AmeriCorps Week .   Thank you  to our current
AmeriCorps VISTA team, Daniel Hamilton, Domanic Riley, Donika Moreno
and Oscar Silva.  Thank you to all  of our former VISTAs, and to our many

Promise Zone partners who participate in AmeriCorps. We appreciate you!

 I f  you are an AmeriCorps alum, please reach out to the Promise Zone team at
PromiseZone@sandiego.gov to let us know. We are building a local alumni
network and may even invite you to share about your service to incoming

VISTAs. Thank you!

New to the Promise Zone initiative and interested in becoming a
partner?   We wil l  be releasing a revised MOU in March.  Send us a

note at PromiseZone@sandiego.gov if  you haven’t talked with us yet
about partnering.

https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/san-diego-promise-zone
https://bit.ly/SDPZWPF
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/san-diego-promise-zone
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/san-diego-promise-zone
https://americorps.gov/newsroom/events/americorps-week
mailto:PromiseZone@sandiego.gov
mailto:PromiseZone@sandiego.gov


Raquel AparicioRaquel Aparicio
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY  

Raquel Aparicio  is the Director of Student
Outreach and Engagement at the University of
California, San Diego. In this inaugural role, she
leads efforts to advance advocacy, education and
reporting for higher education pipeline-building
while ensuring the coordination of diverse
outreach initiatives. Born and raised in Nicaragua,
Raquel was shaped by the perseverance and
dedication of her mother, Si lvia Elena. Teachers
who invested in her growth ignited her passion for
education, inspiring her to build a career
dedicated to supporting students. Facing her
challenges as an immigrant and first-generation
student, she became committed to removing
barriers for underserved communities.

Her journey in higher education began in admissions at Point Loma Nazarene University and
San Diego Mesa College, where she worked to create equitable student opportunities.
Raquel joined The Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) during
a brief transition from academia, where she played a key role in advancing a bottom-up
approach to economic development. She worked to bridge connections across federal,  state
and local government, economic development agencies, higher education institutions, K-12
districts, chambers of commerce and industry leaders—ensuring that economic initiatives
were informed by and responsive to community needs. Recognizing the crit ical role
education plays in economic mobil ity,  she brought issues of educational access into the
conversations of the Promise Zone’s Economic Activity and Jobs and Education working
groups. This experience reaffirmed her mission, leading her back to higher education in
2023. She now continues her work at UC San Diego while serving as Co-Chair of the Promise
Zone’s Jobs and Education Working Group, which is hosting a Career Expo on March 18.

Raquel is one of our amazing partners spotlighted for the March Newsletter, especially as
we recognize Women's History Month and direct attention to the achievements and
accomplishments of women. One of Raquel's role models is her mother, Si lvia, who took her
first f l ight to the United States alone with four young children. Her mother's courage and
unconditional love stuck with Raquel,  and she continues to incorporate these qualit ies
wherever she goes. 

Learn more about Raquel and the UC San Diego Enrollment Department here.
Submit your nomination for the next Community Spotlight by clicking here!

https://em.ucsd.edu/about/index.html
https://em.ucsd.edu/about/index.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12jFyCABQ9opqrJ3OkHO1seAtdwQOQnsUDPQC40c_vKY/edit


F I N A N C I A L  W E L L N E S S

The San Diego Housing
Commission (SDHC)’s
Achievement Academy offers
free webinars every month for
those interested in financial
topics.

Check out the Achievement
Academy’s webinars this month
here.

Learn how to bring up your credit score and
other strategies to maintain your credit report.

National Credit Education Month  is our financial
wellness theme this March, emphasizing the importance
of learning about credit and your options as a financial
cl ient. Stay up to date on credit wellness education
through these resources and events:

Visit California Coast Credit Union’s website for more information
about their programs and events.

RELATED EVENTS

Find out what financial options you have when
you have a good credit score.

Credit  Scores

Lower what you owe using these tips and tricks
from Cal Coast Credit Union.

San Diego & Imperial Small
Business Development Center
(SBDC)  is hosting an online
Essential Wealth Strategies
Workshop on March 13, 2025, at
11 a.m. Register here. 

https://youtu.be/a6ltfCxieB0?si=Ny9fVEM0YbB-LdJB
https://youtu.be/OX3GUYkuYEo?si=zWeY1IK8JQ8h28UI
https://publicinput.com/t868736
https://youtu.be/h_C5xprYgp0?si=zSEYAN67GuPEzIl0
https://www.calcoastcu.org/
https://sdsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/19842


Promise
Zone

Calendar

We post partner events to our City Calendar website. 
If you would like us to post your event, please fill out 
our Submission Form.  The form is also available on our website.

Urban Greening Equity Workshop

The Urban Collaborative Project has curated a workshop that will
develop an Urban Greening Plan for the Chollas View, Emerald Hills
and Lincoln Park neighborhoods. The workshop will take place on
March 15 from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. RSVP for the workshop via this
form.

Mar
15

Join the Elementary Institute of Science for a mixer that brings
together high school students and science/technology
professionals in the San Diego area. Learn how Vertex
Pharmaceuticals Volunteers are using science to change lives!

The event is Friday, March 11, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. RSVP using
this form. Any questions can be forwarded to info@eisca.org.

SciTech Tuesdays

Mar
11

In partnership with local vendors, Logan Heights CDC is hosting
their monthly community market, bringing local produce, vendors
and community together. The market will take place from 12 p.m.
to 3 p.m. at the Gilliam Space. For more information, please email
info@loganheightscdc.org.

Mar
15

March 2025

P A R T N E R
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Unless otherwise stated, events listed below are not organized by the City of San
Diego. Please reach out to the sponsoring organization for details or questions.

Greater Logan Heights Community Market

https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC8A02ABJse03mbs1-CaB8Z6OFSmN9piu3WLDKWt8LkFH2ZQ/viewform
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
https://bit.ly/tccugp
https://bit.ly/tccugp
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-KvGdeNP_2cCHWmQMpR6KWpu1buDMN602HuOL0yZjzsQQMg/viewform
mailto:info@eisca.org
mailto:info@loganheightscdc.org
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https://sdsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/19855
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https://www.sdcl.org/performers/


Partner Announcements

March 2025

https://foreverbalboapark.org/events-2/guided-park-tour/#:~:text=Free%20park%20tours,%20led%20by%20expert%20volunteers,%20are%20available%20on
https://www.livewellsd.org/i-want-to/get-involved/southeastern-live-well-center/community-based-organizations-suite
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W o r k i n g  G r o u p
 P r i o r i t y  A l i g n m e n t Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

UCSD Center for Community Health’s  Growing Equity init iat ive
aims to promote community food sovereignty and health equity
through urban agriculture.  This program wil l  offer $250,000+ in
total  funding in 2025 for urban growers in San Diego County.
This $250,000 wil l  be given out as 10 Seed Awards worth $10,000
each and three Sprout Awards worth $50,000 each. To qual i fy,
appl icants must be (1)  Located within 25 miles adjacent to or
outside of an “Urbanized Area” containing a population of 50,000
or more people;  (2)  Their  Project s ite must be located in or
directly serve a priority population area as determined by the
Cal ifornia Cl imate Investments Priority Populations 2024 map;
(3)  Accomplish one of the seven stated goals of  the program
which range from building social  capital  to providing education
and ski l ls  development,  or s imply supplementing access to fresh
food. Applicants who fulf i l l  two goals wi l l  be el igible for the
$50,000 Sprout award.  
Award Amount :  10 awards of $10,000 and three awards of
$50,000 
Deadline :  March 10,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Community Gardens,  Technical
Assistance,  In-Kind 

Growing Equity in Urban Agriculture

Research shows that intersecting systems of privi lege and
oppression produce and sustain wide and unjust variat ions in
health.  The Axes Init iat ive wi l l  support research to understand
health at the intersections of social  statuses such as race,
ethnicity,  socioeconomic status,  sexual  orientation and abi l i ty,
by examining contributions of social  and other determinants
of health.  
Award Amount :  $500,000 
Deadline :  March 10,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Social  Just ice,  Research-Focused 

Understanding the Intersection of Social
Inequities to Optimize Health and Reduce Health
Disparities: The Axes Initiative (R01 Clinical Trial
Optional)

 March 2025

https://gis.carb.arb.ca.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=5dc1218631fa46bc8d340b8e82548a6a&page=Priority-Populations-4_0
https://ucsdcommunityhealth.org/work/growingequity/
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/353790
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/353790
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/353790
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/353790


The Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
(CalRecycle) will be holding a Grants 101 Workshop on
March 10, 2025, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to provide
interested parties an overview of the Division of Circular
Economy’s Grants Application Process. A copy of the
materials presented will be made available after the
informational session.

At the public workshop, CalRecycle will be presenting an
overview of the Division of Circular Economy’s Grants
Application Process which includes criteria
development, application, scoring and evaluation, and
awards and grants agreements. There will be
opportunities for the public to ask questions during the
workshop. CalRecycle requests questions be focused on
the specific topics being discussed. At CalRecycle’s
discretion, comments may be limited to keep the
workshop aligned with the scope of the subject matter
and to ensure efficiency.

The public workshop will be a hybrid in-person and
virtual workshop, accessible in person in the Byron Sher
Auditorium, 2nd Floor, 1001 I St., Sacramento, CA
95914. The Byron Share Auditorium is wheelchair
accessible.

The public workshop will also be accessible virtually via
Zoom for direct participation and via Webcast for
observation only. Instructions for how to access the Zoom
meeting (registration required) or Webcast (no registration
required) are included below.

1001 I St., 2nd floor
Sacramento, CA
95814
No registration is
necessary to
participate in
person. Attendees
may submit oral
public comments.

3 Ways to Attend

In Person 
Byron Sher
Auditorium, CalEPA
Headquarters

Zoom
Zoom participants
may submit oral
comments and
questions via Zoom.

Webcast
Webcast viewers are
unable to submit
comments and
questions. Please
join via Zoom to
submit comments
and questions. No
registration
necessary.

mailto:BevContainerGrants@calrecycle.ca.gov
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/PublicNotices/Details/6699?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://zoom.us/j/95686002814?pwd=VyeLBPDkzmLTzbmJCdgbdGQZnJENM4.1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://video.calepa.ca.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/player/3104


The Grants for Arts Projects program provides project-based
funding for organizations in the areas of art ist  communit ies,
arts education,  dance,  design,  f i lm and media arts,  folk and
tradit ional  arts,  l i terary arts,  local  arts agencies,  museums,
music,  musical  theater,  opera,  presenting and mult i -
discipl inary works,  theater and visual  arts.  Funded activit ies
may include public engagement with the arts and arts
education,  the integration of the arts with strategies
promoting the health and well -being of people and
communit ies,  and the improvement of overal l  capacity and
capabil i t ies within the arts sector.  
Award Amount :  $10,000 to $100,000 
Deadline :  March 11,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  F ine Arts,  Federal  

Grants For Arts Projects

WaterSMART Environmental  Water Resources Projects is  a
category of funding to support projects focused on
environmental  benefits that have been developed as part of  a
col laborative process to help carry out an establ ished strategy
to increase the rel iabi l i ty of  water resources.  
Applicants are invited to leverage their  money and resources by
cost sharing with Reclamation on Environmental  Water
Resources Projects,  including water conservation and eff ic iency
projects that result  in quantif iable and sustained water savings
and benefit  ecological  values or watershed health;  water
management or infrastructure improvements to benefit
ecological  values or watershed health;  and watershed
restoration projects benefitt ing ecological  values or watershed
health that have a nexus to water resources or water resources
management.   
Award Amount: $0 to $5,000,000 
Deadline: March 11,  2025 
TAGS: Healthy Communit ies,  Federal  

WaterSMART Environmental Water Resources Project

 March 2025

The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support!

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate Domanic
Riley at DRiley@sandiego.govfor more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/353621
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
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 The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s Cal l  for Proposals to
Community-Based Archives wi l l  provide general  operating
support grants to community-based archives in the United
States,  including U.S.  territories.  The focus is  on community-
based archives that represent and serve communit ies
marginal ized due to oppression.  These organizations gather
and share materials as members of under-documented
communit ies to preserve and celebrate their  col lect ive
histories.  Grants may support operational  costs,  col lect ions
care and programming activit ies.  501(c)(3)  nonprofit
organizations and federal ly recognized Indian tr ibes are
el igible to apply.  Applicants must have an archive or an
archiving init iat ive with an annual operating budget of at  least
$12,500 and no more than $1 mil l ion.  
Award Amount :  $25,000 to $100,000 over two years 
Deadline :  March 12,  2025, for registrations 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Social  Just ice 

Call for Proposals to Community-Based Archives

The purpose of the Pathway Home 6 grants program is to
provide el igible incarcerated individuals in men’s and women’s
state correctional  faci l i t ies or local  or county jai ls  with
workforce services prior to release and to continue services
after release by transit ioning the part ic ipants into reentry
programs in the communit ies to which they wil l  return.
Projects are designed to el iminate the t ime gap between
release from prison and enrol lment into a workforce
development reentry program leading to ski l ls-based
employment,  to improve individuals ’  transit ion back into their
communit ies,  and to reduce recidivism. 
Award Amount :  $500,000 to $4,000,000 
Deadline :  March 14,  2025 
TAGS :  Jobs & Education,  Federal ,  Criminal  Just ice 

Pathway Home 6

 March 2025

https://www.mellon.org/article/call-for-proposals-community-based-archives-2025
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/358110
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The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support!

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate Domanic
Riley at DRiley@sandiego.govfor more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

Youth Service America,  in col laboration with The Hershey
Company and Hershey’s Heartwarming Project,  wi l l  provide
Hershey Heartwarming Young Heroes Youth Grants to support
youth-led service projects during Youth Service Month (Apri l  11
to May 11,  2025) and Global  Youth Service Day (Apri l  25 to 27,
2025).  Youth aged f ive to 25 in the U.S.  and Canada are el igible
to apply for the grants to lead and engage their  peers in
awareness,  service,  advocacy and phi lanthropy projects in their
communit ies.  Grants of $250 require engaging at least 25 youth
volunteers,  while $500 grants require a minimum of 50 youth
volunteers.  Projects should address community issues important
to the youth project leader and their  peers and aim to foster
meaningful  connections,  engage a diverse group of youth
volunteers,  and develop social  awareness and relat ionship ski l ls .  
Award Amount :  $250 or $500 
Deadline :  March 16,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Youth-Centered 

Youth Service America: Hershey Heartwarming Young
Heroes

The Homeless Veterans’  Reintegration Program, Incarcerated
Veterans’  Transit ion Program, and the Homeless Women
Veterans and Homeless Veterans with Chi ldren Reintegration
Grant Program help address the number of veterans who are
homeless or at  r isk of becoming homeless.  Support is
avai lable for efforts to provide services tai lored to each
veteran’s needs using a case management approach. Grant
recipients must help connect veterans to supportive services
avai lable in their  local  communit ies.  In addit ion,  grant
recipients must also help veterans successful ly return to work
by providing job training services that support their  needs.
This can be done by providing direct help or by creating a
strong referral  system that includes tools,  resources and
partnerships that identify,  f ind,  prepare and support veterans
experiencing or at  r isk of homelessness so they can reach
their  ful l  employment potential .  
Award Amount :  $150,000 to $500,000 
Deadline :  March 17,  2025 
TAGS :  Housing Affordabil i ty,  Jobs & Education,  Vet-Focused,
Federal  

Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Program
(HVRP)

mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
https://ysa.org/grants/hershey/
https://ysa.org/grants/hershey/
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/356463
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/356463
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The Umpqua Bank Charitable Foundation is  dedicated to bui lding
healthier,  more resi l ient,  better connected and inclusive
communit ies throughout Umpqua Bank’s footprint.  Support is
provided to nonprofit  organizations serving communit ies where
Umpqua Bank maintains a physical  location,  including
communit ies in AZ,  CA, ID,  NV, OR, UT and WA. Grants target the
fol lowing focus areas:  economical ly vibrant communit ies,
including workforce development,  education,  economic
development and economic security;  healthy communit ies,
including promoting physical  and mental  wel lness through a
variety of init iat ives;  inclusive communit ies,  including fostering a
sense of belonging by supporting equity and inclusion for al l ;
and sustainable communit ies,  including support for the natural
environment.  Funds can be used for direct-service programming
and general  operating support.  
Award Amount :  $5,000 to $10,000 
Deadline :  March 17,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies 

Umpqua Bank Charitable Foundation

This cal l  for proposals (CFP) invites el igible nonprofit
organizations in the U.S.  to apply for a grant to col lect,  analyze
and use data to address inequit ies in a place's physical ,
economic and social  condit ions.  Improving these condit ions is
key to achieving health equity,  where health is  no longer a
privi lege but a r ight.  The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
(RWJF)  expects to award up to 30 grants of $50,000 each, with a
period of performance of nine months.   

Data may be quantitat ive,  l ike counts or percentages based on
information from surveys or the operations of governments,
foundations or nonprofits.  They may also be qual itat ive,  such as
stories from l ived experience or information col lected through
focus groups or interviews.
Award Amount :  Up to $50,000 
Deadline :  March 18,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Social  Just ice,  Research-Focused 

Local Data for Equitable Communities

https://locations.umpquabank.com/
https://locations.umpquabank.com/
https://www.umpquabank.com/our-impact/partnerships/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2025/local-data-for-equitable-communities.html?rid=003VN00000IBHeHYAX&et_cid=2199569
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The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support!

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate Domanic
Riley at DRiley@sandiego.govfor more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

The National  Park Service ’s  Semi-Quincentennial  Grant
Program wil l  support the physical  preservation of a wide
variety of cultural  resources associated with the founding of
America as a nation in commemoration of the country's semi-
quincentennial  (250th anniversary) .  These grants fund the
physical  preservation of properties l isted in or el igible for the
National  Register of  Historic Places,  including bui ldings,  s ites,
structures,  objects or historic distr icts.  State-owned
properties wi l l  receive priority per Congressional  directive.  
Award Amount :  $15,000 to $750,000 
Deadline :  March 18,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Museums & Archives,  Federal  

FY2024 Historic Preservation Fund - 
Semi-Quincentennial Grants

Walking Together:  Investing in Folkl i fe in Communit ies of Color,
a national  funding program managed by the six U.S.  regional  arts
organizations,  supports folkl i fe and tradit ional  arts rooted in
communit ies of color in the United States.  The program wil l
provide $15,000 unrestricted awards for six tradit ional  art ists or
practit ioners in each regional  arts organization’s area,
supporting a total  of  36 practit ioners in their  community-rooted
tradit ional  arts practice.  In addit ion,  $50,000 awards wil l  be
provided to one organization or col lect ive in each U.S.  state and
jurisdict ion (56 total )  to support the work they do to care for
their  communit ies ’  tradit ions and tradit ional  art ists.  El igible
applicants include tradit ional  art ists and practit ioners involved
in visual  arts,  performing arts,  food or medicine tradit ions,  oral
histories and other community-rooted practices.  Organizations
may include nonprofits,  col lect ives,  Tribal  and local
governments,  businesses and other entit ies that support folkl i fe
rooted in communit ies of color.  
Award Amount :  $15,000 for tradit ional  art ists/practit ioners and
$50,000 for community organizations 
Deadline :  March 19,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  F ine Arts 
  

Walking Together: Investing in Folklife in
Communities of Color

mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/357790
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/357790
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/357790
https://usregionalarts.org/walkingtogether/
https://usregionalarts.org/walkingtogether/
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The National  Endowment for the Arts '  Research Grants in the
Arts program supports research studies that investigate the
value or impact of the arts,  either as individual  components of
the U.S.  arts ecosystem or as they interact with each other or
with other domains of American l i fe.  
Award Amount :  $20,000 to $100,000 
Deadline :  March 24,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  F ine Arts,  Research-Focused,
Federal  

NEA Research Grants in the Arts, FY26

The Prebys Foundation 2025 Youth Workforce:  Career Pathways
grant supports career paths that help young adults earn steady,
l ivable wages in San Diego. I t  focuses on industries that al ign
with our funding priorit ies,  labor demand, and our goal  of
ensuring young people can l ive and thrive in San Diego County.
The program wil l  accomplish this by:  

Increasing capacity for del ivery of career pathway programs
such as the abi l i ty to expand program and/or internship
hours,  offer addit ional  seat avai labi l i ty and reduce barriers to
program completion such as f inancial ,  transportation,
chi ldcare and mental  health.   
Increased coordination and col laboration across sectors to
reduce the disconnect between learning environments,
employers and the needs of young people going into and in
the workforce.

This program wil l  fund any of the fol lowing:  qual ity job training,
meaningful  internships,  career guidance and programs that
reduce barriers,  such as f inancial  abi l i ty,  transportation,
chi ldcare,  family support etc.  
Award Amount :  Not Stated 
Deadline :  March 28,  2025 
TAGS :  Jobs & Education,  Youth-Centered, Suggested in Chat,
Topical  

2025 Youth Workforce: Career Pathways

https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/358398
https://www.prebysfdn.org/grants/youth-workforce


The Aerie Real  Foundation works to bui ld confidence in young
women, foster an inclusive community and protect our planet to
make the world a better place for al l .  The Aerie Real  Foundation
wil l  be funding projects or programs that address one or more of
the fol lowing pi l lars of the Foundation:  Confidence,  Inclusion,
Sustainabi l i ty.  

Bui lding Confidence -  The Aerie Real  Foundation str ives to
fund local  programs that increase confidence,  self-esteem
and well -being in young women. 
Fostering Inclusion -  The Aerie Real  Foundation would l ike to
fund programs that promote inclusive communit ies.    
Protecting Our Planet -  The Aerie Real  Foundation looks to
fund local  programs focused on protecting our planet and
abating cl imate change. 

I f  awarded, the organization should be prepared to spend the
grant funding within the next 365 days.  Please check out this
FAQ for addit ional  grant guidel ines.  
Award Amount :  Up to $10,000 
Deadline :  March 28,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Small  Grant,  Topical ,  Suggested in
Chat 

Aerie Real Foundation Community Grant

The Gamma Mu Foundation is  committed to empowering LGBTQ+
communit ies in the United States by supporting organizations
and init iat ives that create last ing,  posit ive change. Support is
provided to local  LGBTQ+ community organizations to expand
their  reach,  enhance services and bui ld stronger,  more inclusive
environments.  Grants focus on three program areas:  community
support services,  including activit ies meeting the needs of rural
communit ies and underserved LGBTQ+ populations and
promoting empowerment and inclusivity;  publ ic  education and
research,  with a focus on increasing awareness and
understanding of LGBTQ+ issues,  fostering a more inclusive
environment and establ ishing a foundation for evidence-based
advocacy;  and HIV and health programs, including programs
meeting the needs of persons,  caregivers,  and famil ies impacted
by HIV and other health condit ions.  
Award Amount :  Up to $15,000 
Deadline :  March 31,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Medical ,  Social  Just ice,  Topical  
  

Gamma Mu Foundation
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https://www.ae.com/aerie-real-life/aerie-real-foundation-grant-guidelines/
https://webportalapp.com/sp/login/aerierealfoundation
https://www.gammamufoundation.org/grant-proposal-guidelines---application-info


 The 2025 Renew America ’s  Schools Prize,  a $90 mil l ion
investment in K-12 public schools across the country,  was
launched by the U.S.  Department of Energy (DOE) in December
2024, and the application period wil l  c lose in Apri l  2025. This
three-phase opportunity wi l l  help distr icts bui ld capacity,
perform energy audits,  and plan/implement energy
improvement projects across a portfol io of school faci l i t ies.  
  
The 2025 Renew America ’s  Schools Prize consists of  three
phases.  During Phase 1,  competitors wi l l  bui ld teams and
curate l ists of  at  least 10 schools and school faci l i t ies that
demonstrate compell ing need and el igibi l i ty for investment.
Up to 14 Phase 1 Winners wi l l  earn a cash prize of $300,000
for successful ly bui lding teams and submitt ing compell ing
applications identifying need. DOE wil l  narrow down winners
who may move on to Phases 2 and 3,  wherein they wil l  enter
and execute Cooperative Agreements with DOE.   
Award  Amount :  Up to $15,000,000 
Deadline :  Apri l  3,  2025 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Federal ,  Publ ic  Agency 

Renew America’s Schools
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The Ploughshares Fund invites appl ications from organizations
and individuals working to bui ld a safe,  secure,  nuclear
weapons-free world.  In l ine with the fund’s organizational
goals and priorit ies,  grantmaking and programmatic act ivit ies
are focused on the fol lowing areas:  

Drive pol ic ies and activit ies that help el iminate nuclear
threats or address regional  confl icts.  
Create a stronger,  more resi l ient nuclear f ield.  
Bui ld new partnerships and explore the intersection of
nuclear topics and other issues.  
Support transformational  thinking and activit ies.  

The fund places few restrict ions on grantmaking,  does not
impose geographical  l imitations on its awards and can fund
direct lobbying programs; i t  does make grants to individuals.
The fund encourages women and people from diverse
communit ies to apply.  
Award Amount :  Up to $50,000 
Deadline :  March 31,  2025 
TAGS :  Safety,  Social  Just ice 

Ploughshares Fund For A Nuclear Weapons-Free
World

https://www.herox.com/2025renewschoolsprize
https://ploughshares.org/grants/apply/
https://ploughshares.org/grants/apply/
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The Amazon Web Services (AWS) Education Equity Init iat ive
expands access to future ski l ls  education for underserved
learners global ly.  Amazon is committ ing up to $100 mil l ion in
AWS credits and technical  expertise to support social ly-minded
organizations develop innovative digital  learning solutions that
uti l ize cloud and AI  technologies.  
 
Program partic ipants can apply for credits to bui ld and scale
educational  solutions using AWS cloud services and AI
technologies.  With these credits,  organizations can leverage AWS
cloud services to create onl ine courses,  learning platforms,
chatbots and other digital  learning experiences.  El igible
organizations include nonprofits,  governments,  social ly  minded
EdTechs and corporate social  responsibi l i ty teams. 
Award Amount :  Not Stated 
Deadline :  Rol l ing unti l  Feb.  4,  2026 
TAGS :  Economic Activity,  Digital  Equity,  In-Kind,  Technical
Assistance,  RoFP 

AWS Education Equity Initiative

The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support!

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate Domanic
Riley at DRiley@sandiego.govfor more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

The Brinker International  Charitable Giving Program and the
company's restaurants,  which include Chi l i ’s  Gri l l  & Bar and
Maggiano’s Litt le Italy,  support nonprofit  organizations in the
communit ies where restaurants are located. ( Information on
locations is  avai lable for Chi l i ’s  and Maggiano’s. )  Areas of
interest include kids,  hunger and education.  Monetary and in-
kind support in the form of dining cert i f icates are provided.
501(c)(3)  nonprofit  organizations are el igible to apply.  
Award Amount :  Not Stated 
Deadline :  Rol l ing 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education,  RoFP 

Brinker Family Fund (BFF)

https://aws.amazon.com/about-aws/our-impact/education-equity-initiative/
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
https://www.chilis.com/locations
https://www.maggianos.com/locations/
https://www.brinker.com/welcome/community-matters/brinker
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The Thriving Communit ies Grantmaker Program, funded by the
Inflat ion Reduction Act,  s ignif ies a crucial  step towards
advancing cl imate and environmental  priorit ies.  The
Environmental  Protection Agencies ’  Thriving Communit ies Grant
Program wil l  invest $48 mil l ion in grants into disadvantaged
communit ies working on environmental  and health-related
issues.  

The International  Community Foundation ( ICF)  along with other
partner organizations (Liberty Hi l l  Foundation,  Resources Legacy
Fund and Community Foundation for Southern Arizona) wi l l
distr ibute $48 mil l ion in funding throughout EPA Region 9
(Cal i fornia,  Arizona, Hawaii ,  Nevada, Guam, American Samoa, the
Northern Mariana Is lands,  and 148 Tribal  Nations)  to nonprofits,
local  governments,  grassroots organizations,  and Native,
Indigenous,  rural ,  border,  and urban communit ies tackl ing
chal lenges including unsafe housing,  pol lut ion,  lack of access to
clean water,  reducing extreme heat,  and more.  
Award Amount:  $150,000 to $350,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Federal ,  ROFP

EPA Thriving Communities Grant Program 

March 2025

At the core of the National  Associat ion for the Self-Employed
(NASE) is  the desire to help others in the self-employed
community.  To this end, one of the ways NASE gives back to
the community is  through the NASE Growth Grants.  Four
winners are chosen each quarter to be awarded up to a $4,000
grant to support the growth of their  business.   Growth Grant
applicants must be a NASE member in good standing for 3
months prior to submitt ing an application.  
Award Amount:  $4,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Economic Activity,  Small  Grant 

NASE Growth Grants 

https://thrivingcommunitiesregion9.org/grant-overview/
https://www.nase.org/become-a-member/grants-and-scholarships?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Fri+17+Jan+2025&utm_campaign=+FounderFuego+Funding+Growth+Game-Changing+Connections+
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WomensNet was created decades ago to help women achieve
their  business dreams. In 1998, they gave out their  f irst  Amber
Grant in honor of 19-year-old Amber Wigdahl,  who died before
fulf i l l ing her business dreams. Today,  they award three $10,000
Amber Grants each month,  and three of the 36 monthly winners
get an addit ional  $25,000 Year-End Amber Grant.  Al l  business
categories,  including non-profits,  are el igible for the monthly
Amber Grant.   
Award Amount:  $10,000 monthly grant with an opportunity for a
$25,000 year-end award 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Economic Activity,  Prize Phi lanthropy 

WomensNet Amber Grant  

The Cal i fornia Wellness Foundation seeks to protect and
improve the health and wellness of the people of Cal i fornia by
increasing access to healthcare,  qual ity education,  good jobs,
healthy environments and safe neighborhoods.  The
Foundation’s Advancing Wellness Grants provide support to
nonprofit  organizations in Cal i fornia in the fol lowing areas:  1)
community wel l -being,  with a focus on the health,  safety and
resi l ience of communit ies of color,  especial ly  those that have
been disproportionately affected by unhealthy environments
and community violence;  2)  equity in access,  including
healthcare coverage and access for al l  and defending the
rights of immigrants to enjoy access to health services and
other benefits;  3)  economic security and dignity,  with a focus
on advancing the economic wel l -being of Cal i fornians,
especial ly  those from low-income communit ies and
communit ies of color;  and 4)  leading for power and change,
with a focus on amplifying the voices,  leadership,  and power
of people of color and others who have historical ly  been
excluded from ful l  part ic ipation in civic society.  
Award Amount:  $5,000 to $1,750,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education,  Safety 

The California Wellness Foundation: Advancing
Wellness Grant 

March 2025

https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Fri+17+Jan+2025&utm_campaign=+FounderFuego+Funding+Growth+Game-Changing+Connections+
https://www.calwellness.org/money/
https://www.calwellness.org/money/


Banner Bank’s community support program, Banner Gives,
provides support to nonprofit  organizations that contribute to
the vital i ty and success of the communities where Banner
Bank operates  in Washington, Oregon, Cal i fornia and Idaho.
Grantmaking areas of interest include housing,  especial ly
programs that address homelessness and opportunit ies to
advance affordable housing;  youth,  including academic
achievement,  c iv ic  involvement,  f inancial  l i teracy,  and physical
and emotional  development;  f inancial  education;  and
economic development,  with emphasis on small  business and
small  farm development and lending,  workforce development
education,  and job creation and retention.  Priority is  given to
programs serving low- and moderate- income populations.  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing* 
TAGS:  Economic Activity,  Jobs & Education,  Housing
Affordabil i ty,  ROFP 
 

Banner Bank Community Support Program

The Hearst Foundations fund nonprofit  organizations to
ensure that people of al l  backgrounds in the United States
have the opportunity to bui ld healthy,  productive and
satisfying l ives.  The Foundations’  major areas of focus are
culture,  education,  health and social  services.  Funding is
provided for approaches that create sustainable employment
and productive career paths for adults,  improve health and
quality of  l i fe,  increase academic achievement through access
to high-qual ity educational  options,  promote the arts and
sciences,  and support family stabi l i ty and self-suff ic iency.  The
Foundations support wel l -establ ished nonprofit  organizations
that operate with audited expenses of greater than $2 mil l ion
and that primari ly serve large demographic or geographic
constituencies.  
Award Amount:  The minimum grant size is  $100,000.  
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education,  RoFP 

Hearst Foundations

*Closes for New Proposals on Oct. 15, 2025. 

The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support!

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate Domanic
Riley at DRiley@sandiego.govfor more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

March 2025

https://locations.bannerbank.com/
https://locations.bannerbank.com/
https://www.bannerbank.com/about-us/community-support
https://www.hearstfdn.org/home
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov


Evidence for Action: Innovative Research to
Advance Racial Equity

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is  accepting applications
for their  Evidence for Action:  Innovative Research to Advance
Racial  Equity grant from organizations to support studies
about “upstream” causes of health inequit ies,  such as the
systems, structures,  laws,  pol ic ies,  norms and practices that
determine the distr ibution of resources and opportunit ies,
which in turn inf luence individuals ’  options and behaviors.   
Award Amount:  $300,000 to $500,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Social  Just ice,  ROFP 

Fusenot Foundation 

The Fusenot Foundation makes annual contributions to a wide
spectrum of exist ing charit ies in the State of Cal i fornia as
required by its Charter.  During its short existence,  the
Foundation has helped hundreds of needy persons,  helped to
improve hospitals and medical  care,  and aided students to
establ ish careers to music and the active arts.   I t  has been of
direct help to the bl ind and aff l icted and physical ly and
mental ly helpless of our State.   
Award Amount: Not Stated 
Deadline: Roll ing 
TAGS: Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education,  Economic
Activity,  Safety,  Medical ,  F ine Arts,  Vet-Focused, RoFP 

All Kids Play: Youth Sports Grants

The mission of Al l  Kids Play is  to increase qual ity youth sports
partic ipation in the United States by providing f inancial
assistance to famil ies and communit ies that lack suff ic ient
resources and provide education on safe and healthy sports-
related play.  Al l  Kids Play ’s  Youth Sports Grants for
organizations support nonprofit  organizations,  school sports
programs or government-run programs ( i .e.  community park
distr icts)  in low-income communit ies that provide community-
based recreational  level  sports for kids in grades K-12.  (Grants
for individuals are also provided.)  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  RoFP 

March 2025

https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html?rid=0032S00002bJdgkQAC&et_cid=2195915
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html?rid=0032S00002bJdgkQAC&et_cid=2195915
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html?rid=0032S00002bJdgkQAC&et_cid=2195915
https://www.fusenotfoundation.org/grant-application
https://allkidsplay.org/youth-sports-grants/


The Milbank Foundation

The Milbank Foundation aims to integrate people with
disabi l i t ies into al l  aspects of American l i fe.  Support is
provided to nonprofit  organizations in the United States
working in the Foundation’s current priority areas:  consumer-
focused, community-based init iat ives that empower people
with disabi l i t ies and foster independence and self-suff ic iency;
rehabil i tat ion and reintegration of veterans,  especial ly
veterans with disabi l i t ies;  helping seniors to age in the place
of their  choice through non-institutional ,  community-based
health and social  services;  market-oriented, patient-centered
healthcare reforms across the country;  and programs that
address mental  health issues and aim to prevent substance
abuse and suicide,  especial ly  among young people.  
Award Amount :  Not Stated 
Deadline :  Rol l ing 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Medical ,  Vet-Focused, Eldercare,
RoFP 

Smart Family Fund

The Smart Family Fund’s mission is  to discover,  support and
mentor emerging U.S.  nonprofit  organizations and their
leaders,  providing the necessary backing to help them
succeed. The Fund focuses on early-stage nonprofit  ventures
that have the potential  to make a signif icant impact on the
world,  but that have yet to demonstrate the eff icacy needed
to acquire large-scale funding.  Early-stage,  U.S.-based 501(c)
(3)  nonprofit  organizations are el igible to apply.  Applicants
must be able to clearly art iculate how they wil l  demonstrate
the eff icacy of the intervention,  quantify the potential  posit ive
impact in the world,  and communicate how the organization is
differentiated and better than other ecosystem players.  
Award Amount:  $25,000 to $100,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Economic Activity,  RoFP 

The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support!

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate Domanic
Riley at DRiley@sandiego.govfor more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

March 2025

https://milbankfoundation.net/
https://www.smartfamilyfund.org/
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov


Comerica Charitable Giving Sponsorship Program

Comerica ’s  Charitable Giving Sponsorships provide support to
501(c)(3)  nonprofit  organizations within Comerica ’s  key market
areas of Texas,  Michigan, Cal i fornia,  Arizona and Florida for
events and activit ies.  The focus is  on programs that support
low- and moderate- income famil ies and communit ies.  Areas of
interest include education,  including f inancial  education,
business-focused and STEM-related education,  and col lege
scholarships for business,  f inance and STEM-related f ields;
economic and community development,  including economic
self-suff ic iency,  job creation and training,  neighborhood
revital ization and business development,  small  business
training and development,  and affordable housing advocacy
and development;  human services including transit ional  and
supportive services,  housing,  feeding the hungry and food
access;  and equity programs that address systemic racism,
social  injustice and the improvement of societal  wel l -being.  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  Healthy Communit ies,  Housing
Affordabil i ty,  Economic Activity,  STEM, Social  Just ice

 

The Charitable Foundation

The Charitable Foundation supports local  organizations
located in Los Angeles,  Orange, San Diego, Santa Barbara and
Ventura counties in an effort  to promote health,  education,
community and the environment.  Non-profits located in these
areas can submit a donation request once per year.  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education

Smart & Final Charitable Foundation

The Smart & Final  Charitable Foundation supports nonprofit
organizations that work to improve the qual ity of  l i fe in the
communit ies the company serves in Arizona, Cal i fornia and
Nevada. Areas of interest include health and wellness;
education,  including K-12 education;  hunger rel ief ;  disaster
rel ief ;  and team sports and youth development.  Cash grants
and sponsorships are provided. 
Award Amount :  Not Stated 
Deadline :  Rol l ing 
TAGS :  Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education,  RoFP 

March 2025

https://www.comerica.com/about-us/corporate-responsibility/charitable-giving.html
https://www.thecharitablefoundation.net/grant-application.html
https://www.smartandfinal.com/sm/delivery/rsid/522/charitable-foundation-information


C A P A C I T Y  B U I L D I N G  R E S O U R C E S
Digital Assessment Tool :  Discover your nonprofit ’s  path to digital
transformation — for free with TechSoup’s Digital  Assessment Tool (DAT) to
identify your needs and f ind the best resources to meet them.
National Center for Cultural Competence :  The mission of the NCCC is to
increase the capacity of  health care and mental  health care programs to design,
implement,  and evaluate cultural ly and l inguist ical ly  competent service del ivery
systems to address growing diversity,  persistent disparit ies,  and to promote
health and mental  health equity.
How to Build a Truly Inclusive Nonprofit Volunteer Program:  Writers Faiza
Venzant and Mark Hager dive into the chal lenges and best practices for
developing a diverse volunteer program. 

The Promise Zone can support partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support.  

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate Domanic Riley at
DRiley@sandiego.gov for more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

STEM Stars

Grants wi l l  be made to organizations supporting middle and
high school students part ic ipating or interested in advanced
STEM programs and who ult imately want to pursue a col lege
degree in a STEM-related f ield.  Programming can take place
before,  during or after school.  The foundation encourages
programs that are successful ly preparing interested students
who wish to be ful ly prepared for their  intended col lege STEM
major by exposing them to advanced topics in science,
engineering,  computer science and more.  Grants of up to
$25,000 wil l  be awarded. 
Award Amount:  $25,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  STEM

STEM Sprouts

An early education STEM program designed to introduce
young chi ldren, typical ly between the ages of 3 and 10,  to the
foundational  concepts and ski l ls  within these four f ields.  Such
programs should aim to foster curiosity,  cr it ical  thinking,
problem-solving abi l i t ies and a love for STEM learning from an
early age.  Grants of up to $25,000 wil l  be awarded. 
Award Amount:  $25,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  STEM

March 2025

https://assessment.techsoup.org/
https://nccc.georgetown.edu/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/how-to-build-a-truly-inclusive-nonprofit-volunteer-program/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/faiza-venzant/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/faiza-venzant/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/mhager/
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
https://www.gwbaileyfoundation.org/stem-stars
https://www.gwbaileyfoundation.org/stem-sprouts


The Urban Forestry Program, part of San Diego's Transportation Department, is dedicated to
enhancing community livability and sustainability by planting, protecting, promoting and
maintaining trees. Urban Forestry manages over 250,000 street trees citywide, aiming to
cultivate a world-class urban forest.

The Urban Forestry Program collaborates with the Parks and Recreation Department to
coordinate tree planting initiatives and address public requests submitted through the Get It
Done app. Through the Trees for Communities project, they partner with local nonprofits like
Tree San Diego and the Logan Heights Community Development Corporation to provide tree
stewardship training to educate residents on proper planting and care techniques.
Additionally, Urban Forestry has teamed up with Casa Familiar for door-to-door outreach in
San Ysidro, promoting urban forestry efforts. Regular collaborations with Tree San Diego also
include organizing events such as Arbor Day and Kate Sessions Day. 

In the upcoming months, the Urban Forestry Program has several events planned, including a
community forum at Bay Terrace Community and Senior Center that is a part of the Ready,
Set, Grow San Diego initiative. The forum focused on community engagement in urban
forestry efforts. Finally, the City’s Annual Arbor Day Tree Planting is set for Friday, April 25,
at Colina Del Sol Park. This event invites volunteers to participate in enhancing the local tree
canopy through tree planting. Community members interested in participating can find details
and registration information on the Urban Forestry Program’s Events Calendar. This resource
provides updates on upcoming events and opportunities to get involved. 

The City’s 2024 Arbor Day event took place in Memorial Community Park and nearby streets,
where over 250 volunteers planted more than 100 trees. Through the Trees for
Communities project, the Urban Forestry Program has planted over 1,500 trees in the San
Diego Promise Zone, with each tree receiving weekly watering, totaling 33,600 waterings
since April 2024. The program also secured a $10 million U.S. Forest Service grant, titled
"Ready, Set, Grow San Diego," which covers areas within Lincoln Park and Encanto. This
funding will support planting, watering and maintaining thousands of trees, as well as
redesigning sidewalks to better accommodate existing trees, continuing to enhance the urban
canopy and community green spaces. 

City Spotlight:
Urban Forestry Program

City Spotlight:
Urban Forestry Program

https://www.sandiego.gov/event/arbor-day-1
https://www.sandiego.gov/transportation/urban-forestry/ready-set-grow


1 Child and Teen-Friendly City is the City Planning Department’s new
grant-funded initiative to develop the City’s first-ever Child and Teen-
Friendly Public Spaces Design Manual. 

Caregivers and teens are invited to take and help share the Child &
Teen-Friendly Survey. The survey will be open until March 7, 2025,
and is designed to gather valuable insights about how public spaces
serve the needs of children and teenagers in our communities. 

Child and Teen Friendly City

2 The City has developed a Building Decarbonization Roadmap Survey
to gather community feedback. The input received will help identify
public priorities and inform decarbonization strategies in alignment
with the 2035 net zero goals outlined in the Climate Action Plan. 

Take the survey here.

Building Decarbonization Roadmap Survey

3 The City of San Diego is working to create a Safe Streets and Roads
for All Action Plan, and they want to hear from you!  Join focus group
discussions this April to share your feedback, ideas and concerns
about transportation safety. Your input will help make traveling
around San Diego safer, more comfortable and more convenient for
everyone. 

Fill out this interest form to participate.

Transportation Safety Focus Group

Civic Engagement
in the Promise Zone

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/child-teen-friendly-city
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/6f346b2d20de47bbad26be2c559c4392
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/6f346b2d20de47bbad26be2c559c4392
https://climatedashboard.sandiego.gov/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQ2V-cohTzrNHJ7Xz-pHFX3lW9mXjXpi7f6UGJpS4puRPCiw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdujquz5yYS3rad9zTianLwIYuTE7aqbuaFG5fEoHk736gg5A/viewform


4

5 The City of San Diego has released the revised Draft Mobility
Master Plan, shaped by community feedback from a year of
outreach efforts. 

Residents are encouraged to review the plan and submit comments
on the Mobility Master Plan webpage before it heads to the City
Council for final approval in coming months.

Mobility Master Plan 

4 Access 4 All wants your input on how to improve internet access and
digital equity in San Diego. 

Take a short online survey to tell them about your internet quality
and affordability, digital skills needs, and computer and tablet
needs.

Digital Equity Survey

6 Simple and easy to connect with the City:

Report non-emergency problems
Schedule appointments
Obtain information

sandiego.gov/get-it-done
or download your mobile app today!
‘Get it Done San Diego”

Use the Get It Done App

Civic Engagement
in the Promise Zone

https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/child-teen-friendly-city
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/child-teen-friendly-city
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/child-teen-friendly-city
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZMTTV9
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/child-teen-friendly-city
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/child-teen-friendly-city
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/child-teen-friendly-city
https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done


Potential New Fees for Residential
Trash and Recycling Services

City Updates

Who is impacted?

Eligible single-family homes and multi-family
residences with four or fewer residences on a
single lot.

What’s the change?
In 2022, San Diego voters passed Measure B, which
allows the City of San Diego to charge eligible properties
for trash collection. Now, the City is leading a public
process to gather input and explore future options.

Timeline

The City is hosting a virtual Open House via Zoom on April 4.
Attend to learn about the potential fees and provide input.

Register for the Zoom here.  Additional 
public meetings can be found here.

https://cleangreensd.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Plt-Cj6jQGOxaC643E0K5w#/registration
https://cleangreensd.org/documents/SD_COS_OpenHouse_Flyer_ENG_SP_v4.pdf


https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/4BP0JLsKR_aiR4FOGZhZSQ#/registration
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C i t y  o f  S a n  D i e g o  –  P e r s o n n e l  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  W o r k f o r c e  P a r t n e r s h i p  –  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  R e g i o n a l  E D C  –  J o b  B o a r d

Looking for more roles? Check out additional job boards:

J O B  B O A R D

Receive, store, inventory, issue and
deliver a variety of materials, supplies
and equipment for a department or
division in a large storeroom or
warehouse. Essential functions are
considered routine and physical in
nature. 

 Apply here.

Stock Clerk

Looking to gain valuable experience,
elevate San Diego and build strong
connections? Serve for a year as an
AmeriCorps VISTA with the San Diego
Promise Zone team! You'll collaborate
with local government, nonprofits, and
community organizations. Apply for the
open Communications Associate VISTA
position.

Communications
Associate
VISTA

Support and guide youth
participants (ages 14 to 24) in San
Diego County. Assist with program
engagement, advocacy and resource
connections while gaining leadership
and nonprofit experience. Ideal for
those interested in Human Services!

More information here.

Peer Mentor

Direct traffic on City streets and
parking areas; place cones,
barricades and signs; provide
information to the public and
respond to questions/complaints
regarding events, parking and traffic
conditions; and perform other duties
as assigned.
 
Apply here.

Special
Event Traffic
Controller I

https://www.sandiego.gov/empopp/city-jobs
https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/4698773/stock-clerk-24265010?category[0]=Administration&category[1]=Clerical%20%26%20Data%20Entry&category[2]=Parks%20and%20Recreation%20&category[3]=Recreation&category[4]=Warehouse&sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=121469
https://www.access2jobs.org/volunteer-opportunities/youth-mentoring-programs/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sandiego/jobs/3918377/special-event-traffic-controller-i/apply/jobdetails?sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
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OVERVIEW

Between 2016 and 2022, the
unemployment rate decreased
from 14% to 10%, and the poverty
rate fell  from 35% to 20% (ACS,
2016-22). We recognize there are
many factors that contribute to
these numbers. We do know that
in the eight years since the
designation, targeted efforts from
the City and CBOs have supported
improvement in these areas;
however, we recognize there is
stil l  plenty of work to do to
continue advocating for our
Promise Zone residents.

ABOUT THE PROMISE ZONE

In 2016, the San Diego Promise Zone became one of 22
federally designated Promise Zones in the United States
and one of only four in California. The San Diego Promise
Zone covers a 6.4-square-mile targeted area with more
than 80,000 residents that spans East Vil lage and Barrio
Logan east to Encanto. It is home to the City’s most
culturally rich and ethnically diverse neighborhoods but
also some of the most under-resourced communities. 

Through the Promise Zone initiative, community-based
organizations, direct service providers, residents and
business owners work with government agencies to
enhance collective impact, streamline resources and
deliver comprehensive support.

SAN DIEGO PROMISE ZONE
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Increase access to healthy foods
Improve access to healthcare
Support opportunities for active
transportation and active living

Create and preserve
affordable housing
Support renters, first-
time homebuyers and
people without housing

Cultivate opportunities for
career exploration, applied
learning and youth leadership
Create meaningful summer
employment experiences for
teenagers

Dialogue with residents
Create environments conducive
to learning and working
Improve infrastructure

Increase the number of students
meeting school readiness and
grade-level expectations
Increase educational and career
supports for Opportunity Youth

Increase and improve
access to capital

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/sdpz-newsrelease-160606.pdf


Amber Joy Weber, Promise Zone Program Manager / AJWeber@sandiego.gov

Brandon Tran, Employ & Empower Intern / TranB@sandiego.gov

Daniel Hamilton, VISTA Leader / dhamilton@sandiego.gov 

Domanic Riley, Grants & Research Associate VISTA / DRiley@sandiego.gov

Donika Moreno, Operations Associate VISTA / DonikaM@sandiego.gov

Oscar Silva, Civic Engagement Associate VISTA / OSilva@sandiego.gov

Roosevelt Williams III, Community Development Specialist / RooseveltW@sandiego.gov

Stay Connected to the 

Promise Zone Staff

March 2025

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASANDIEGO/signup/39972
mailto:AJWeber@sandiego.gov
mailto:AJWeber@sandiego.gov
mailto:TranB@sandiego.gov
mailto:dhamilton@sandiego.gov
mailto:nhillman@sandiego.gov
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
mailto:DonikaM@sandiego.gov
mailto:OSilva@sandiego.gov
mailto:RooseveltW@sandiego.gov

