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California Native Plant Society (CNPS) brings 
together science, education, conservation, and 
gardening…to save native plants and places.

The San Diego Chapter’s mission is to conserve San Diego and Imperial 
County native plants and their natural habitats, and to increase 

understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.



✔ Co-evolved with animals, 
fungi, and microbes to form 
complex networks and 
relationships

✔ Adapted to our climate; the 
true drought tolerants.

✔ Foundation of native 
ecosystems

✔ Ecosystems provide 
“ecosystem services”

- air purification
- water filtration
- soil health
- climate stabilization

A native plant…



Areas permanently 
protected for biodiversity

California has the most imperiled 
biodiversity of any state in the 
contiguous United States.  San Diego 
County is the most biodiverse county in 
the contiguous United States.

NaturServe 2022
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California’s natural habitat is being 
rapidly destroyed by development

We can mitigate this by restoring 
pieces of nature in developed lands



New criteria for choosing our landscapes

Source: Doug Tallamy
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When planned 
well and cared for 
properly, native 
landscapes can 
achieve these 
savings and 

benefits.

And, they are 
beautiful and 

reconnect people 
to nature.

✔83% less water

✔56% less green waste

✔68% less maintenance

✔No pesticides or fertilizers 
are required

✔Supports wildlife by 
providing quality habitat

Native landscaping has many 
benefits:



cnps.org

Seeds are the databank of genetic 
information Seed collection is 

important so can 
learn how native 

plants might 
adjust to changes 

in our climate.

It also provides 
the ‘raw materials’ 

for propagation 
programs that can 

serve various 
needs.Photo: CNPS



Habitat 
Restoration

• Must start with 
removal of invasive 
plants – native plants 
can then re-establish 
naturally.

• Restoration helps 
regain what has 
been lost –
opportunities for 
ongoing management 
should be analyzed.
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