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Tonight’s Team 

Michael Prinz
Senior Planner
City of San Diego
MPrinz@sandiego.gov

Brad Lents
RLA, AICP, LEED AP
Principal, Spurlock 
Landscape Architects

Scott Sandel, RLA, ASLA
Parks + Public Spaces
Planner
City of San Diego
SSandel@sandiego.gov

mailto:MPrinz@sandiego.gov
mailto:SLMulderig@sandiego.gov
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Subcommittee Agenda

1. Introductions

2. Recap of December Public Realm Meeting

3. Urban Greening

4. Corridors / Linear Parks

5. Subarea Park Opportunities

6. Subcommittee and Public Comment
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Provide an Overview of Public Realm, Parks & Public Space 
and Urban Greening Concepts

Purpose

What’s 
Next?

Tonight’s Focus and Expected Takeaways

Discuss opportunities by public space typology and 
potential locations

Discussion

Provide feedback to guide the design of new public spaces 
and parks in Hillcrest

Takeaways

Public Space Concept development and refinement based 
on community input
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Recap – Plan Hillcrest Objectives

Preserve 
historical 
resources 
and create 
inclusive 

spaces

Connect 
people to 

businesses, 
services, and 

places to 
recreate

Make it 
easier to 

move around 
and access

Ensure a 
thriving and 
sustainable 

business 
district

Increase 
housing 

opportunitie
s near transit

Celebrate 
the Legacy 

of the 
LGBTQ+ 

Community

Create 
Public 

Spaces & 
Parks

Strengthen 
Connections

Support 
Local 

Business

Address 
Housing 
Needs
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December Public Realm Recap 

• Park locations in proximity to higher density

• Incentivizing implementation is important

• Multi-generational design – places for all ages

• Universal design and accessibility

• Public restrooms desirable

• Include technology – WI-FI and power outlets 

• Utilize parking lots and street ROW for parks / plaza

• Create a comprehensive urban open space system 
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• 2020: near the CAP 
goal of 15% at 14% in 
Uptown

• CAP goal of 35% in 
2035

Urban Forest + Urban Greening
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Urban Greening:  Current Street Tree Plan
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Urban Greening:  Opportunities

• Define additional primary streets: 

Washington, Normal & Front

• Green Street Connectors to Balboa Park: 

Park, Richmond, Upas & Spruce
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Urban Greening:  Opportunities
• Sustainability: Stormwater, Energy 

Savings, Urban Heat Island Reduction

Flow-through stormwater planter Source: Santa Monica Urban Forest Master Plan (2017)

Data From US Forest Service ‘iTree’ software
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Urban Greening:  Opportunities
• Additional trees in medians / street edges

Washington Ave Medians Washington Ave Medians & Streetscape
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Urban Greening:  Opportunities
• Double rows of trees at wider setbacks
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Urban Greening:  Opportunities
• Utilize parks and open spaces for enhanced tree canopy
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Urban Greening:  Opportunities
• Residential areas -

Free Tree SD Program

https://www.sandiego.gov/form/request-free-tree-sd
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Public Realm Typologies

1

6

5
6

Streets & Alleys

Corner Plazas

Linear Parks 

Paseos

Mini-Parks / 
Pocket Parks

Indoor Rec
Facilities

1

2

3

4

5

6

4

1

2 3

2

1

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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Corridors - Urban Corridors & Linear Parks

15’-25’

5’-8’ 5’-8’5’-10’

Linear Park: 25’ – 35’*
• Similar to Urban Trail 
• More amenities & recreation 

Urban Corridor: 15’-25’
• Connector / Circulation
• Café Seating
• Urban Greening

5’-8’ 5’-10’ 15’-30’ 

25’-35’ 
*Preliminary – pending mobility considerations
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Linear Parks
• Washington (west)
• Normal Street Promenade
• University (east)

Urban Corridors
• Washington (east)
• University (west)
• 4th / 5th / 6th Ave.
• Park Blvd.
• Front St.
• Richmond St.
• Upas
• Spruce 

Corridors – Urban Corridors & Linear Parks

PRELIMINARY – work in progress for 
conceptual planning purposes only. 
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Public Art and Uptown Alleys
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Normal Street Promenade
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University Ave Linear Park

Normal Street 
Promenade

Park / Plaza at 
Normal St Promenade

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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University Ave Linear Park

Normal Street 
PromenadeUniversity Ave

Linear Park

Park / Plaza 

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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University Ave Linear Park

Normal Street 
Promenade

25’-35’ Wide 
Linear Park

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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University Ave Linear Park

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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University Ave 

Normal Street 
Promenade

Corner Plazas/
Mini Park

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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University Ave Linear Park

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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Potential Implementation Tools

Reconfiguration of parking or roads

Setback requirements for 
development

Development incentives

Open space easements 

1

2

3

4
4

3

2 1

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal



PRELIMINARY –
work in progress 
for conceptual 

planning purposes 
only. 

Corner Plaza

Paseo

Linear Park

Urban Corridor



Street Closure / Woonerf

Mini-park or Plaza Paseo

PRELIMINARY –
work in progress 
for conceptual 

planning purposes 
only. 



PRELIMINARY – work in progress 
for conceptual planning 

purposes only. 

Corner Plaza

Mini-park

Linear Park
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Feedback / Question 

1. Urban Greening Feedback

2. Linear Park / Urban 
Corridor Locations

3. Open Space System & 
Locations



31

Next Steps – Spring 2021

1

Plan Hillcrest 
Launch

1 1

Concept 
Development

2

LGTBQ+ Cultural Historic District 
Concepts

Mobility

Land Use and Building Design

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC INPUT

• CPG Subcommittee 
Meetings

• Online 
engagements

April

May

June

Uptown Planners Subcommittee 
Upcoming Meeting Topics
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end

Project Webpage
https://www.planhillcrest.org/

Contact Us
Michael Prinz, Senior Planner
Planning Department
City of San Diego
Mprinz@sandiego.gov

Shannon Mulderig, Associate Planner
Planning Department
City of San Diego
Slmulderig@sandiego.gov

Plan Hillcrest – How to Stay Involved

https://www.planhillcrest.org/
mailto:Mprinz@sandiego.gov
mailto:Slmulderig@sandiego.gov
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Thank you.
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2020

Plan Hillcrest Schedule
1

Plan Hillcrest 
Launch

PLANNING DOCUMENT

1 1

Concept 
Development

2 1

Draft 
Amendment

3

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC INPUT

• CPG Subcommittee 
Meetings

• Online 
engagements

• CPG Subcommittee 
Meetings

• Community Open 
House

• Online 
engagement

• Environmental 
Review Period

• CPG Subcommittee 
Meeting

• CPG Vote
• Hillcrest Historical 

Resources Board
• Planning 

Commission
• Council 

Committee
• City Council

FOCUSED PLAN AMENDMENT DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT

2021 2022

PUBLIC 
HEARINGS

• Live Webinars 
• Online Survey
• CPG and 

Subcommittee 
Meetings

• Planning 
Commission 
Workshop

1

CEQA 
Environmental 

Review

4 1

Plan Approval

5
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Existing Parks Planning

• University Heights Open Space

• Normal Street Promenade

• Sixth Avenue Pocket Park

• First and Robinson Pocket Park

NORTHEAST
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Existing Parks Planning

• Grant School Joint-use 
park/gym

• Reynard Way 
Neighborhood Park

• Curlew & Bankers Hill 
Open Spaces

• Pioneer Park

• Presidio Park

NORTHWEST
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Existing Parks 
Planning

• 6th Avenue Linear Park

• 2 Rec Centers

• Olive Street Mini Park

• West Maple Canyon Pocket 
Park

SOUTH
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Park Typologies - Mini-parks and plazas
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