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IN THE NEWS
PROMISE ZONE

PLAN TO REMOVE
CONTROVERSIAL
SOUTHEAST SAN
DIEGO ZONING

FOOTNOTE MOVES
TO COUNCIL
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EVERY TIME THE
HORNETS PLAY,

WIN

STUDENTS ENJOY A
WINTER WONDERLAND

IN BARRIO LOGAN

Happy New Year!

We welcome 2025 after holding an All-Partner Meeting in
December and a Steering Committee Retreat in early
January.  What wonderful people we have the privilege of
working with each day!  

This year, we remain committed to fostering collaboration,
advancing equity, and creating opportunities in education,
economic growth, housing, and healthy living. All Working
Groups will meet in January. Together, we can build on last
year's progress and make a greater impact. 

Here's to a new year filled with shared goals, community-
driven solutions, and meaningful connections. Let’s make
2025 our most impactful year yet!

With gratitude, 

San Diego Promise Zone

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARTNERS
FROM THE PROMISE ZONE STAFF

Farewell,  AmeriCorps VISTA, Rebeca Nava-McClellan!
“I  want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the
incredible experiences and connections I 've made
during this journey. Serving with such passionate
individuals and organizations has been an honor, and
I'm proud of the impact we've achieved together in
supporting our community. This year has been a time of
growth, learning, and collaboration, and I 'm excited to
carry these lessons forward into my next chapter. Thank
you to everyone who made this experience so
meaningful—I’ l l  always cherish my time as a VISTA.”
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Alondra  
Estrada-Lam

Co-Chair of Healthy
Communities

Karen Clay
Co-Chair of Healthy

Communities

Sarah Tuakli Cooper
Co-Chair of Jobs &

Education

Raquel  Aparicio
Co-Chair of Jobs &

Education

Upcoming Working Group Meetings: 
   Housing Affordability: Wednesday, January 8, 2025, from 10:00 AM-11:30 AM

Healthy Communities: Thursday, January 9, 2025,  from 10:00 AM-11:30 AM 
 Jobs & Education: Thursday, January 16, 2025, from 2:30 PM-4:00 PM 

    Economic Activity:  Thursday, January 23, 2025, from 10:00 AM-11:30 AM

Meet Our Working Group Co-Chairs

Danielle  Stephen
Co-Chair of

Economic Activity

Natasha Salgado
Co-Chair of

Economic Activity

Sylvia  Ramirez
Co-Chair of

Economic Activity

Adria Fox
Co-Chair of Housing

Affordabil ity

Barry Pollard
Co-Chair of Housing

Affordabil ity

Jon Rios
Co-Chair of Housing

Affordabil ity

Rosa Ana Lozada
Steering Committee

Chair
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Thank you for coming to our December All-Partner Meeting!

All-Partner Meeting



John Tucker, Program Manager at the
Partnership for Environmental Progress (PEP),
brings a wealth of global experience and a deep
commitment to community development.
Having l ived and worked in Spain, Portugal,
Africa, Brazil ,  Argentina, and Australia, John’s
journey with nonprofits began early,
volunteering in high school. His international
experience gave him valuable insights into how
nonprofits operate in diverse environments,
shaping his approach to supporting businesses
and nonprofits in San Diego’s Promise Zone.

At PEP, John leads the Partners for Economic Prosperity  campaign, which
provides personalized support to business owners and nonprofit leaders. His
mission is clear: to help individuals overcome challenges, get on their feet, and
grow their businesses or careers. With a background in counseling, John
understands the psychological and emotional obstacles many face. His expertise
enables him to coach business owners through self-doubt and offer solutions for
moving forward.

One of the core challenges John addresses is access to funding. Many of his
clients do not qualify for traditional loans, so his team works to secure funding
with favorable terms, empowering business owners to expand operations. For
small businesses ready to grow but struggling with time or resources, PEP steps in
with coaching, f inancial l iteracy training, and tailored plans for scaling.

John has supported various businesses in the Promise Zone, from landscaping to
manufacturing, helping them evolve from small startups to thriving enterprises.
He recognizes the cultural nuances of entrepreneurship, especially for individuals
from diverse backgrounds, and helps bridge gaps between traditional practices
and the American business landscape.

John’s message to the community is one of hope and encouragement: “There is
always a path forward. No matter your situation or challenges, there are
resources and support available to help you succeed.” 

Community Spotlight:
John Tucker

For more information about John Tucker and his work with the 
Partnership for Environmental Progress (PEP), visit www.sdpep.org.

Submit your nomination for the next Community Spotlight by clicking here!

https://www.sdpep.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12jFyCABQ9opqrJ3OkHO1seAtdwQOQnsUDPQC40c_vKY/edit


F I N A N C I A L  W E L L N E S S

San Diego County Credit Union
is hosting a virtual webinar: 
Simple Ways to Slash Spending

on Wednesday, January 29,
2025. Register here.

Check out other SDCCU
Financial Wellness webinars
happening in January here.

Learn wealth-building tips to ensure retirement
readiness.

Financial Wellness Month  is recognized and promoted
in the month of January with the goal of increasing
financial education and preparing households for
financial success. Learn how to maintain your finances
and work towards a happy, f inancial future through
these webinars and events:

Visit California Coast Credit Union’s website for more information
about their programs and events.

RELATED EVENTS

Enhance your financial preparedness with
webinars and resources from the
California Coast Credit Union ,  an active
supporter of the Promise Zone.

Start your year off right with tips for budget
planning!

Take advantage of these investing tips to
kickstart your portfolio.

San Diego & Imperial Small
Business Development Center
(SBDC) is hosting an online
Financial Fitness Workshop  on
January 28, 2025, in partnership
with Logan Heights CDC for the
New Year. Register here.

https://youtu.be/0VfALMVcutk?si=HEiagUcbeXh0jYzK
https://youtu.be/ifRTGFLVv1c?si=xRrIehP-qvcCmfP4
https://youtu.be/7lvUW8JZPGM?si=ZXFjT74y3Ef_Ck1u
https://sdccu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_f-N4LptsQme2ggBMi02mmQ#/registration
https://www.sdccu.com/about/community/financial-wellness-wednesdays/
https://www.calcoastcu.org/
https://sdsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/19782


Promise
Zone

Calendar

We post partner events to our City Calendar website. 
If you would like us to post your event, please fill out 
our Submission Form.  The form is also available on our website.

Budget Like a Boss: Your Guide to Financial Success in
2025
Ready to take control of your finances in 2025? Join California Coast
for an exclusive webinar on budgeting and goal setting. Discover
expert tips, tricks, and tools to help you achieve your financial
dreams this year! RSVP here. 

Jan
15

You are invited to the launch meeting of the Youth
Homelessness Systems Improvement Program hosted by the
YMCA Youth & Family Services. This event is on Wednesday,
January 15, 2025 from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm via Zoom. 
Click here for the Zoom link. 

Jan
15

Youth Homelessness Systems Improvement 

The Slow Down is a monthly, donation-based gathering designed
for social impact professionals to prioritize their wellbeing. The
event offers activities such as puzzles, crafts, breathwork, and
more, creating a space for connection and healing while
countering the urgency often felt in the social impact sector.
Suggested donations of $25 support the event's host, San Diego
Made Factory. RSVP now!

The Slow Down
Jan

11

January 2025

P A R T N E R
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Unless otherwise stated, events listed below are not organized by the City of San
Diego. Please reach out to the sponsoring organization for details or questions.
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https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
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https://ymcasdc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUvc-6trz0jHNepGzE3U9CgpIOurUjxh6Uv#/registration
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-slow-down-tickets-1020341126777


Partner Announcements

https://www.ymcasd.org/get-involved/events/dr-martin-luther-king-jr-human-dignity-award-breakfast


January 2025



Youth Opportunity
Pass Program

All riders 18 & under will be able to
ride MTS and North County Transit
District (NCTD) services for FREE
with a Youth PRONTO app
account, or a Youth PRONTO card.
The Youth Opportunity Pass is a
pilot program, sponsored by the
San Diego Association of
Governments (SANDAG) and
County of San Diego. This
promotion has now extended for
another two years, until 
June 30, 2026.

Adult High School
Diploma Program

San Diego Public Library is proud
to offer adults the opportunity to
earn an accredited high school
diploma.  They currently offer
two diploma programs: Career
Online High School and Gale
Excel Adult High School. Adults
who are looking to continue their
education, expand their career
opportunities or apply to enter
the military will benefit. These
programs are offered entirely
online with 24/7 access to fit
busy schedules. Learn more
here.

January 2025

Partner Announcements

https://gonctd.com/YOP
https://gonctd.com/YOP
https://youthopportunitypass.sandag.org/
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/services/adulteducation/adulthsdiploma#:~:text=What%20is%20Career%20Online%20High,limited%20number%20of%20qualified%20students.
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/services/adulteducation/adulthsdiploma#:~:text=What%20is%20Career%20Online%20High,limited%20number%20of%20qualified%20students.
https://www.livewellsd.org/i-want-to/get-involved/southeastern-live-well-center/community-based-organizations-suite
https://form.jotform.com/241778522845062


January 2025

https://sandiego.librarymarket.com/event/creative-collective-arts-crafts-adults-348790
https://foreverbalboapark.org/events-2/guided-park-tour/#:~:text=Free%20park%20tours,%20led%20by%20expert%20volunteers,%20are%20available%20on
https://pages.services/leadpages.southcountyedc.com/virality/?ts=1731949143948
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w o r k i n g  g r o u p
 p r i o r i t y  a l i g n m e n t Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

 Jnauary 2025

Banner Bank’s community support program, Banner Gives,
provides support to nonprofit  organizations that contribute to
the vital i ty and success of the communities where Banner
Bank operates  in Washington, Oregon, Cal i fornia,  and Idaho.
Grantmaking areas of interest include housing,  especial ly
programs that address homelessness and opportunit ies to
advance affordable housing;  youth,  including academic
achievement,  c iv ic  involvement,  f inancial  l i teracy,  and physical
and emotional  development;  f inancial  education;  and
economic development,  with emphasis on small  business and
small  farm development and lending,  workforce development
education,  and job creation and retention.  Priority is  given to
programs serving low- and moderate- income populations.  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing* 
TAGS:  Economic Activity,  Jobs & Education,  Housing
Affordabil i ty,  ROFP 
 

Banner Bank Community Support Program

The Hearst Foundations fund nonprofit  organizations to
ensure that people of al l  backgrounds in the United States
have the opportunity to bui ld healthy,  productive,  and
satisfying l ives.  The Foundations’  major areas of focus are
culture,  education,  health,  and social  services.  Funding is
provided for approaches that create sustainable employment
and productive career paths for adults,  improve health and
quality of  l i fe,  increase academic achievement through access
to high-qual ity educational  options,  promote the arts and
sciences,  and support family stabi l i ty and self-suff ic iency.  The
Foundations support wel l -establ ished nonprofit  organizations
that operate with audited expenses of greater than $2 mil l ion
and that primari ly serve large demographic or geographic
constituencies.  
Award Amount:  The minimum grant size is  $100,000.  
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education,  RoFP 

Hearst Foundations 

https://locations.bannerbank.com/
https://locations.bannerbank.com/
https://www.bannerbank.com/about-us/community-support
https://www.hearstfdn.org/home
https://www.bannerbank.com/about-us/community-support
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Evidence for Action: Innovative Research to
Advance Racial Equity 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is  accepting applications
for their  Evidence for Action:  Innovative Research to Advance
Racial  Equity grant from organizations to support studies
about “upstream” causes of health inequit ies,  such as the
systems, structures,  laws,  pol ic ies,  norms, and practices that
determine the distr ibution of resources and opportunit ies,
which in turn inf luence individuals ’  options and behaviors.   
Award Amount:  $300,000 to $500,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Social  Just ice,  ROFP 

Fusenot Foundation 

The Foundation makes annual contributions to a wide
spectrum of exist ing charit ies in the State of Cal i fornia as
required by its Charter.  During its short existence,  the
Foundation has helped hundreds of needy persons;  helped to
improve hospitals and medical  care;  aided students to
establ ish careers to music and the active arts;  i t  has been of
direct help to the bl ind and aff l icted and physical ly and
mental ly helpless of our State.   
Award Amount: Not Stated 
Deadline: Roll ing 
TAGS: Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education,  Economic
Activity,  Safety,  Medical ,  F ine Arts,  Vet-Focused, RoFP 

All Kids Play: Youth Sports Grants

The mission of Al l  Kids Play is  to increase qual ity youth sports
partic ipation in the United States by providing f inancial
assistance to famil ies and communit ies that lack suff ic ient
resources and provide education on safe and healthy sports-
related play.  Al l  Kids Play ’s  Youth Sports Grants for
organizations support nonprofit  organizations,  school sports
programs, or government-run programs ( i .e.  community park
distr icts)  in low-income communit ies that provide community-
based recreational  level  sports for kids in grades K-12.  (Grants
for individuals are also provided.)  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  RoFP 

The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support!

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associates,  Zachary
Engberg ,  at  zengberg@sandiego.gov  or Domanic Riley at

DRiley@sandiego.govfor more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html?rid=0032S00002bJdgkQAC&et_cid=2195915
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html?rid=0032S00002bJdgkQAC&et_cid=2195915
https://www.bannerbank.com/about-us/community-support
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.html?rid=0032S00002bJdgkQAC&et_cid=2195915
https://www.fusenotfoundation.org/grant-application
https://allkidsplay.org/youth-sports-grants/
mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
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 Janaury 2025

The Milbank Foundation 

The Milbank Foundation aims to integrate people with
disabi l i t ies into al l  aspects of American l i fe.  Support is
provided to nonprofit  organizations in the United States
working in the Foundation’s current priority areas:  consumer-
focused, community-based init iat ives that empower people
with disabi l i t ies and foster independence and self-suff ic iency;
rehabil i tat ion and reintegration of veterans,  especial ly
veterans with disabi l i t ies;  helping seniors to age in the place
of their  choice through non-institutional ,  community-based
health and social  services;  market-oriented, patient-centered
healthcare reforms across the country;  and programs that
address mental  health issues and aim to prevent substance
abuse and suicide,  especial ly  among young people.  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS: Healthy Communit ies,  Medical ,  Vet-Focused, Eldercare,
RoFP 

Smart Family Fund 

The Smart Family Fund’s mission is  to discover,  support,  and
mentor emerging U.S.  nonprofit  organizations and their
leaders,  providing the necessary backing to help them
succeed. The Fund focuses on early-stage nonprofit  ventures
that have the potential  to make a signif icant impact on the
world,  but that have yet to demonstrate the eff icacy needed
to acquire large-scale funding.  Early-stage,  U.S.-based 501(c)
(3)  nonprofit  organizations are el igible to apply.  Applicants
must be able to clearly art iculate how they wil l  demonstrate
the eff icacy of the intervention,  quantify the potential  posit ive
impact in the world,  and communicate how the organization is
differentiated and better than other ecosystem players.  
Award Amount:  $25,000 to $100,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Economic Activity,  RoFP 

https://milbankfoundation.net/
https://allkidsplay.org/youth-sports-grants/
https://www.smartfamilyfund.org/
https://milbankfoundation.net/


 January 2025

Comerica Charitable Giving Sponsorship Program 

Comerica ’s  Charitable Giving Sponsorships provide support to
501(c)(3)  nonprofit  organizations within Comerica ’s  key market
areas of Texas,  Michigan, Cal i fornia,  Arizona, and Florida for
events and activit ies.  The focus is  on programs that support
low- and moderate- income famil ies and communit ies.  Areas of
interest include education,  including f inancial  education,
business-focused and STEM-related education,  and col lege
scholarships for business,  f inance,  and STEM-related f ields;
economic and community development,  including economic
self-suff ic iency,  job creation and training,  neighborhood
revital ization and business development,  small  business
training and development,  and affordable housing advocacy
and development;  human services including transit ional  and
supportive services,  housing,  feeding the hungry,  and food
access;  and equity programs that address systemic racism,
social  injustice,  and the improvement of societal  wel l -being.  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  Healthy Communit ies,  Housing
Affordabil i ty,  Economic Activity,  STEM, Social  Just ice

The Charitable Foundation

The Charitable Foundation supports local  organizations
located in Los Angeles,  Orange, San Diego, Santa Barbara,  and
Ventura counties in an effort  to promote health,  education,
community and the environment.  Non-profits located in these
areas can submit a donation request once per year.  
Award Amount:  Not Stated 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  Jobs & Education

STEM Sprouts 

An early education STEM program designed to introduce
young chi ldren, typical ly between the ages of three and 10,  to
the foundational  concepts and ski l ls  within these four f ields.
Such programs should aim to foster curiosity,  cr it ical  thinking,
problem-solving abi l i t ies,  and a love for STEM learning from
an early age.  Grants of up to $25,000 wil l  be awarded. 
Award Amount:  $25,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  STEM

https://www.comerica.com/about-us/corporate-responsibility/charitable-giving.html
https://milbankfoundation.net/
https://www.thecharitablefoundation.net/grant-application.html
https://www.gwbaileyfoundation.org/stem-sprouts
https://www.thecharitablefoundation.net/grant-application.html


January 2025

STEM Stars

Grants wi l l  be made to organizations supporting middle and
high school students part ic ipating or interested in advanced
STEM programs and who ult imately want to pursue a col lege
degree in a STEM-related f ield.  Programming can take place
before,  during,  or after school.  The foundation encourages
programs that are successful ly preparing interested students
who wish to be ful ly prepared for their  intended col lege STEM
major by exposing them to advanced topics in science,
engineering,  computer science,  and more.  Grants of up to
$25,000 wil l  be awarded. 
Award Amount:  $25,000 
Deadline:  Rol l ing 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  STEM

Advancing Informal STEM Learning 

The Advancing Informal STEM Learning (AISL)  Program is
committed to funding research and practice,  with continued
focus on investigating a range of informal STEM learning ( ISL)
experiences and environments that make l i felong learning a
real ity.  This program seeks proposals that center engagement,
broadening part ic ipation,  and belonging,  and further the wel l -
being of individuals and communit ies who have been and
continue to be excluded, underserved, or underrepresented in
STEM along several  dimensions.  The current sol ic itat ion
encourages proposals from institutions and organizations that
serve public audiences,  and specif ical ly  focus on public
engagement with and understanding of STEM, including
community STEM; public part ic ipation in scientif ic  research
(PPSR);  science communication;  intergenerational  STEM
engagement;  and STEM media.  
Award Amount:  $150,000 to $3,500,000 
Deadline:  January 8,  2025 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  STEM

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

w o r k i n g  g r o u p
 p r i o r i t y  a l i g n m e n t Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

https://www.gwbaileyfoundation.org/stem-stars
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/356256
https://www.gwbaileyfoundation.org/stem-stars
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National Endowment for the Humanities

The Public Humanit ies Projects program supports projects
that bring the ideas of the humanit ies to l i fe for general
audiences through public programming. Projects must engage
humanit ies scholarship to analyze signif icant themes in
discipl ines such as history,  l i terature,  ethics,  and art  history.
The focus is  on projects that are intended to reach broad and
diverse public audiences in non-classroom sett ings in the
United States.  Project categories include exhibit ions,  historic
places,  and humanit ies discussions.  Grants are avai lable for
planning and implementation.  Optional  drafts are due by
December 4,  2024.  
Award Amount:  $400,000 
Deadline:  January 8,  2025 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  Federal  

The Promise Zone can support partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support.  

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associates,  Zachary Engberg
at zengberg@sandiego.gov or Domanic Riley at

DRiley@sandiego.gov for more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

Princeton Prize in Race Relations 

The Princeton Prize in Race Relations identif ies and recognizes
high school students who, through action and service,  have
demonstrated leadership in advancing racial  equity,
promoting racial  understanding,  or el iminating racial  bias and
prejudice in their  schools and communit ies.  
  
Prize recipients receive a cash prize of $2,500 and an al l -
expenses-paid weekend to a Symposium on Race at Princeton
University,  where they wil l  meet and engage with other Prize
recipients from across the country.  
  
Prize recipients are recognized at ceremonies in their  local
regions by Princeton alumni.   
Award Amount:  $2,500 and an al l -expenses-paid weekend to
a Symposium on Race at Princeton University 
Deadline:  January 31,  2025 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  Social  Just ice,  Youth-Centered

https://www.neh.gov/grants/public/public-humanities-projects
mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
https://princetonprize.smapply.io/prog/princeton_prize_in_race_relations/
https://pprize.princeton.edu/symposium
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G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

w o r k i n g  g r o u p
 p r i o r i t y  a l i g n m e n t Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

Preservation Assistance Grants for Smaller
Institutions 
The National  Endowment for the Humanit ies (NEH) Division of
Preservation and Access is  accepting applications for the
Preservation Assistance Grants for Smaller Inst itutions
program. The program encourages applications from small
and mid-sized institutions that have never received an NEH
grant.  
Award Amount:  $15,000 to $550,000 
Deadline:  January 9,  2025 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies,  F ine Arts,  Federal  

National Digital Newspaper Program
The National  Endowment for the Humanit ies (NEH) Division of
Preservation and Access is  accepting applications for the
National  Digital  Newspaper Program. This program creates a
national  digital  resource of historical ly  s ignif icant newspapers
published between 1690 and 1963 from al l  56 states and U.S.
jurisdict ions.  The Library of Congress (LOC) maintains this
freely accessible,  searchable onl ine database.  
Award Amount:  $1 to $325,000 
Deadline:  January 10,  2025 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  Research-Focused, Federal  

Digital Humanities Advancement Grants

The National  Endowment for the Humanit ies (NEH) Off ice of
Digital  Humanit ies is  accepting applications for the Digital
Humanit ies Advancement Grants program. The program
supports work that is  innovative,  experimental ,  and
contributes to the crit ical  infrastructure that underpins
scholarly research,  teaching,  and public programming in the
humanit ies.  
Award Amount:  $1 to $150,000 
Deadline:  January 9,  2025 
TAGS:  Jobs & Education,  Fine Arts,  Federal

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/351936
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/351936
https://www.thecharitablefoundation.net/grant-application.html
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/351940
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/355126
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C A P A C I T Y  B U I L D I N G  R E S O U R C E S
Digital Assessment Tool :  Discover your nonprofit ’s  path to digital
transformation — for free with TechSoup’s Digital  Assessment Tool (DAT) to
identify your needs and f ind the best resources to meet them.
National Center for Cultural Competence :  The mission of the NCCC is to
increase the capacity of  health care and mental  health care programs to design,
implement,  and evaluate cultural ly and l inguist ical ly  competent service del ivery
systems to address growing diversity,  persistent disparit ies,  and to promote
health and mental  health equity.
How to Build a Truly Inclusive Nonprofit Volunteer Program:  Writers Faiza
Venzant and Mark Hager dive into the chal lenges and best practices for
developing a diverse volunteer program. 

The Promise Zone can support partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support.  

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associates,  Zachary Engberg
at zengberg@sandiego.gov or Domanic Riley at

DRiley@sandiego.gov for more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency
Projects for FY24 & FY25

The U.S.  Department of the Interior ’s  (Department)
WaterSMART (Sustain and Manage America ’s  Resources for
Tomorrow) Program provides a framework for Federal
leadership and assistance to stretch and secure water
supplies for future generations in support of  the Department ’s
priorit ies.  Through WaterSMART, the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) leverages Federal  and non-Federal  funding to
work cooperatively with States,  Tribes,  and local  entit ies as
they plan for and implement actions to increase water supply
sustainabi l i ty through investments in exist ing infrastructure
and attention to local  water confl icts.  
The objective of this NOFO is to invite States,  Indian Tribes,
irr igation distr icts,  water distr icts,  and other organizations
with water or power del ivery authority to leverage their
money and resources by cost sharing with Reclamation on
small-scale on-the-ground projects that seek to conserve,
better manage, or otherwise make more eff ic ient use of water
supplies.  
Award Amount:  $0 to $125,000 
Deadline:  January 14,  2025 
TAGS:  Healthy Communit ies

https://assessment.techsoup.org/
https://nccc.georgetown.edu/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/how-to-build-a-truly-inclusive-nonprofit-volunteer-program/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/faiza-venzant/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/faiza-venzant/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/mhager/
mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/350845
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/350845


WATCH CITY  COUNCIL  MEETINGS

WATCH COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS MEETINGS

In the San Diego Promise Zone, civic engagement plays a
pivotal role in addressing the challenges residents face. It's
not merely a process; it's a lifeline for residents to actively
participate in the decision-making processes that directly
impact their lives. By involving residents in understanding
the unique issues that the Promise Zone faces, such as
economic inequalities and educational gaps, civic
engagement allows for the co-creation of effective
strategies tailored to the community's specific needs.

Civic Engagement in
the Promise Zone

Blueprint SD is using the best
available data to identify areas
for more homes and jobs that
are connected to convenient
and affordable options to
walk, bike, and ride transit to
meet daily needs. Learn more
about this strategy.   

Blueprint SD

January 2025

Coastal Resilience
Master Plan  
The City of San Diego recently
released the Draft Coastal
Resilience Master Plan and is
asking community members
for their input. The draft
Coastal Resilience Master Plan
addresses sea level rise-driven
challenges by prioritizing
nature-based solutions. San
Diegans can provide their input
through an online survey or
by emailing
ClimateResilientSD
@sandiego.gov. 

Mobility Master Plan 

The City of San Diego has
released the revised Draft
Mobility Master Plan, shaped by
community feedback from a year
of outreach efforts. Residents are
encouraged to review the plan
and submit comments on the
Mobility Master Plan webpage
before it heads to the City Council
for final approval in coming
months. 

https://sandiego.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=31
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprint-sd
https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprint-sd
https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/go.sparkpostmail.com/f/a/WfEftCe3pGbkZ85xv2-xwA**A/AAS2ygA*/RgRpOhO9P0RVaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2FuZGllZ28uZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvMjAyNC0xMS9kcmFmdC1jcm1wLXdlYnBhZ2UtMTEtOC0yNF8wLnBkZlcDc3BjQgpnVb-OV2duXgLPUhdyZmZhbW9yY2FuQHNhbmRpZWdvLmdvdlgEAAAGNw**A__;fn5-fn4!!OBed2aHXvKmHymw!0s_UXziWPA0wItAavBWsCMM9qkqn-cPh7KUZxr4INb312Qyja4P9jhtOSLAs5yLKrWzgPDgOAtb_egBHoR4q4iJFSl2kpL1iaSQN$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/go.sparkpostmail.com/f/a/WfEftCe3pGbkZ85xv2-xwA**A/AAS2ygA*/RgRpOhO9P0RVaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2FuZGllZ28uZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvMjAyNC0xMS9kcmFmdC1jcm1wLXdlYnBhZ2UtMTEtOC0yNF8wLnBkZlcDc3BjQgpnVb-OV2duXgLPUhdyZmZhbW9yY2FuQHNhbmRpZWdvLmdvdlgEAAAGNw**A__;fn5-fn4!!OBed2aHXvKmHymw!0s_UXziWPA0wItAavBWsCMM9qkqn-cPh7KUZxr4INb312Qyja4P9jhtOSLAs5yLKrWzgPDgOAtb_egBHoR4q4iJFSl2kpL1iaSQN$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/go.sparkpostmail.com/f/a/yWsuJWWhdLA2Hk_klhYLfg**A/AAS2ygA*/RgRpOhO9P0RCaHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAuc21hcnRzaGVldC5jb20vYi9mb3JtLzljMWEwN2FhOGJmMjQwYWNhZTE3YjZhMWIxODViZDU1VwNzcGNCCmdVv45XZ25eAs9SF3JmZmFtb3JjYW5Ac2FuZGllZ28uZ292WAQAAAY3__;fn5-!!OBed2aHXvKmHymw!0s_UXziWPA0wItAavBWsCMM9qkqn-cPh7KUZxr4INb312Qyja4P9jhtOSLAs5yLKrWzgPDgOAtb_egBHoR4q4iJFSl2kpL3bx_Iz$
mailto:ClimateResilientSD@sandiego.gov
mailto:ClimateResilientSD@sandiego.gov
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan/comments


View Focus Group
Calendar

Take the Survey
Take an Internet 

Speed Test

City Spotlight:
Access 4 All

Access 4 All is tackling digital inequity head-on with a range of innovative programs.
In an interview with Maiten Mowreader-Utreras, she shared insights into how the
initiative addresses these challenges. The Access 4 All team provides one-on-one
tech support for tasks like password resets and other basic technical challenges in
nine different library locations in the City of San Diego. They even operate a helpline
for additional assistance.

A key focus of Access 4 All is affordability and
accessibility. Many San Diegans struggle with the cost
of internet or lack the resources to purchase
computers. The program addresses this by connecting
individuals to low-cost internet plans and affordable
computer options. By offering personalized support
and additional resources, Access 4 All is helping
residents holistically overcome barriers to digital
access.

Beyond providing access, the program emphasizes the importance of digital skills.
Through partnerships with other organizations, like Computer2Kids, and public Wi-
Fi available at over 300 locations across the City of San Diego, Access 4 All ensures
that residents not only have devices and internet but also know how to use them
effectively. This comprehensive approach recognizes that digital equity requires
addressing skills, devices, and connectivity together.

Access 4 All is now conducting a deep-dive analysis to map gaps in digital access
citywide, including in the Promise Zone. Focus groups, outreach surveys, and
collaborative input from community partners will shape the Broadband Master Plan
that prioritizes equity and informed action. Maiten notes that this effort is vital, as
assumptions alone cannot address these challenges - facts and data are critical to
building sustainable solutions.

For more information about Access 4 All ,  cl ick here .  

https://www.sandiego.gov/it/broadband-master-plan/calendar
https://www.sandiego.gov/it/broadband-master-plan/calendar
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZMTTV9
https://speedsurveyapp.com/surveys/sandiego/
https://speedsurveyapp.com/surveys/sandiego/
https://speedsurveyapp.com/surveys/sandiego/
https://www.sandiego.gov/sdaccess


https://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/recycling/events/christmas


https://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/recycling/events/christmas


WE ARE
HIRING!

Desired Qualif ications:

Strong organizational and time management skil ls.
Proficiency in Canva and Microsoft Office (Excel,
PowerPoint, Word).
Excellent research, communication, and email
drafting abil it ies.
Enthusiasm for learning, adaptabil ity,  and attention
to detail .
A proactive, team-oriented mindset and a positive
attitude.

EMPLOY AND EMPOWER INTERN

Join the Employ & Empower Internship Program with the San
Diego Promise Zone!  Current college students may apply for a
one-year internship at SanDiego.gov/Employ-Empower; the
posting will go up in mid-January.

https://www.sandiego.gov/employ-empower
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C i t y  o f  S a n  D i e g o  –  P e r s o n n e l  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  W o r k f o r c e  P a r t n e r s h i p  –  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  R e g i o n a l  E D C  –  J o b  B o a r d

Looking for more roles? Check out additional job boards:

Finance Analyst I positions, under
the Department of Finance Director,
handle accounting and budget
tasks, prepare Citywide budget
reports, maintain financial records,
process payroll and accounts
payable, analyze financial systems,
and monitor internal controls. Other
duties may be assigned. Apply
here.

Finance Analyst 

Looking to gain valuable experience,
elevate San Diego, and build strong
connections? Serve for a year as an
AmeriCorps VISTA with the San Diego
Promise Zone team! You'll collaborate
with local government, nonprofits, and
community organizations. Apply by 
Dec. 13 for the open Communications
Associate VISTA position. 

Communications
Associate
VISTA

Support a small group (usually a
1:3 ratio) using person-centered
approaches, advocacy, and
empowerment strategies to foster
full engagement in the community
of their choice. Apply here.

Community
Inclusion
Professional

Library Assistant I positions perform
clerical tasks, assist patrons, check
materials in/out, shelve books,
handle fines, make simple book
repairs, and retrieve items. Duties
also include lifting up to 50 lbs and
supporting library staff. Apply here.

Library
Assistant I

J O B  B O A R D

January 2025

https://www.sandiego.gov/empopp/city-jobs
https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sandiego/jobs/4710921/finance-analyst-i?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sandiego/jobs/4710921/finance-analyst-i?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://americorps.gov/serve/americorps/americorps-vista
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=121469
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/311876/index.html
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/302848/index.html
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/302848/index.html
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/302848/index.html
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/302848/index.html
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/302848/index.html
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/302848/index.html
https://vizi.vizirecruiter.com/The-Arc-of-San-Diego-3228/302848/index.html
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OVERVIEW

Between 2016 and 2022, the
unemployment rate decreased
from 14% to 10%, and the poverty
rate fell  from 35% to 20% (ACS,
2016-22). We recognize there are
many factors that contribute to
these numbers. We do know that
in the 8 years since the
designation, targeted efforts from
the City and CBOs have supported
improvement in these areas;
However, we recognize there is
stil l  plenty of work to do to
continue advocating for our
Promise Zone residents.

ABOUT THE PROMISE ZONE

In 2016, the San Diego Promise Zone became one of 22
federally designated Promise Zones in the United States
and one of only four in California. The San Diego Promise
Zone covers a 6.4-square-mile targeted area with more
than 80,000 residents that spans East Vil lage and Barrio
Logan east to Encanto. It is home to the City’s most
culturally rich and ethnically diverse neighborhoods, but
also some of the most under-resourced communities. 

Through the Promise Zone initiative, community-based
organizations, direct service providers, residents, and
business owners work with government agencies to
enhance collective impact, streamline resources, and
deliver comprehensive support.

SAN DIEGO PROMISE ZONE
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Increase access to healthy foods
Improve access to healthcare
Support opportunities for active
transportation and active living

Create and preserve
affordable housing
Support renters, first-
time homebuyers, and
people without housing

Cultivate opportunities for
career exploration, applied
learning, and youth leadership
Create meaningful summer
employment experiences for
teenagers

Dialogue with residents
Create environments conducive
to learning and working
Improve infrastructure

Increase the number of students
meeting school readiness and
grade-level expectations
Increase educational and career
supports for Opportunity Youth

Increase and improve
access to capital

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/sdpz-newsrelease-160606.pdf


Stay Connected to the 

Promise Zone Staff

Amber Joy Weber, Promise Zone Program Manager / AJWeber@sandiego.gov

Brandon Tran, Employ & Empower Intern / TranB@sandiego.gov

Daniel Hamilton, VISTA Leader / dhamilton@sandiego.gov 

Domanic Riley, Grants & Research Associate VISTA / DRiley@sandiego.gov

Donika Moreno, Operations Associate VISTA / DonikaM@sandiego.gov

Oscar Silva, Civic Engagement Associate VISTA / OSilva@sandiego.gov

Ronah Fe Famorcan, Employ & Empower Intern / RFFamorcan@sandiego.gov 

Roosevelt Williams III, Community Development Specialist / RooseveltW@sandiego.gov

Zachary Engberg, Grants & Research Associate VISTA / ZEngberg@sandiego.gov

January 2025

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASANDIEGO/signup/39972
mailto:AJWeber@sandiego.gov
mailto:AJWeber@sandiego.gov
mailto:TranB@sandiego.gov
mailto:dhamilton@sandiego.gov
mailto:nhillman@sandiego.gov
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
mailto:DonikaM@sandiego.gov
mailto:OSilva@sandiego.gov
mailto:RFFamorcan@sandiego.gov
mailto:RFFamorcan@sandiego.gov
mailto:RooseveltW@sandiego.gov
mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov

