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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

This report documents the cultural resources study for the 11011 Torreyana Road Project (project). The 
project includes one parcel, approximately 10.1 acres in total, located within the University Community 
Plan area of the City of San Diego (City), south of Los Peñasquitos Lagoon and west of Interstate 5 (I-5) 
(Figure 1, Regional Location). The project area is located within Township 14 South, Range 3 West and 
Township 15 South, Range 3 West, in the Pueblo Lands of San Diego, on the Del Mar U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle (Figure 2, USGS Topography). The proposed project parcel is 
situated east of North Torrey Pines Road, at the northeast corner of Torreyana Road and Callan Road, 
within Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 340-010-29-00 (Figure 3, Aerial Photograph). The eastern portion 
of the parcel contains an approximately seven-acre biological open space easement that was 
quitclaimed by the City to the State of California, according to a Quitclaim Deed recorded in 1984.  

The project consists of the redevelopment of the current property, which is comprised of an existing 
research lab/office building constructed in the early 1980s and associated appurtenances (parking, 
mechanical yard buildings, landscaping). The current building, parking structure, and auxiliary buildings 
will be demolished, and a new life science building will be constructed in its place (Figure 4, Site Plan). 

This report details the methods and results of the cultural resources study for the project, which 
included a records search, a Sacred Lands File search, tribal outreach, a review of historic maps and 
aerial photographs, and a field survey with a Kumeyaay Native American monitor. 

II. SETTING 

Natural Environment (Past and Present) 

The project area is located within the coastal plain of western San Diego County, where the climate is 
characterized as semi-arid steppe, with warm, dry summers and cool, moist winters (Hall 2007; Pryde 
2004). This coastal plain lies along the westernmost area of the Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province 
of southern California. The project area is situated on the lower step of a multi-step mesa, 
approximately 0.95 mile from the Pacific Ocean to the west, with the Soledad Valley/Peñasquitos 
Lagoon approximately 1.2 miles to the north. Development in the project vicinity is characterized by a 
mixture of residential, large-scale recreational (golf course), commercial, and research and development 
facilities, as well as area of open space/wildlands. The elevation of the project area ranges from 
approximately 365 to 435 feet above mean sea level (AMSL).  

Geologically, the project area is underlain by very old paralic deposits dating to the middle to early 
Pleistocene age (Kennedy and Tan 2008). The soils mapped for the project area consist of the loamy 
alluvial land-Huerhuero complex, steep gullied land, and terrace escarpments; both the Carlsbad and 
Chesterton series are present within the project area as well (Natural Resources Conservation Service 
2022). Of these, loamy alluvial land-Huerhuero complex, 9 to 50 percent slopes, severely eroded, 
predominates within the project area.  

According to Bowman (1973:35), natural vegetation for this soil series is chamise, black sage, sumac, and 
annual grasses and forbs. Various drainages in the vicinity, including Peñasquitos Creek, would have 
made fresh water easily accessible to native populations living in the area. 
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Prehistorically, the natural vegetation in the project area and vicinity consisted mostly of Diegan coastal 
sage scrub and southern mixed chaparral vegetation, with areas of grassland intermittent in the scrub 
areas, and riparian and fresh water and salt marsh communities present along nearby slough and creek 
areas. The Diegan coastal sage scrub community would have covered most of the level terrace areas, 
while southern mixed chaparral vegetation would have been present on the slopes of the ravines and 
canyons extending down from the terrace areas (Beauchamp 1986; Munz 1974). 

Prehistorically, plants of the Diegan coastal sage scrub community likely included California sagebrush 
(Artemisia californica), white sage (Salvia apiana), flat-top buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), broom 
baccharis (Baccharis sarothroides), wild onion (Allium haematochiton), laurel sumac (Malosma laurina), 
San Diego sunflower (Bahiopsis laciniata), golden-yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), sawtooth 
goldenbush (Hazardia squarrosa), yucca (Yucca schidigera, Hesperoyucca whipplei), prickly pear cactus 
(Opuntia sp.), and scrub oak (Quercus dumosa). This community would have covered most of the mesa 
and canyons in the area, interspersed with areas of native grasslands (Stipa, Elymus, Poa, 
Muhlenbergia). In addition to some of the plants in the scrub community, plants characteristic of the 
southern mixed chaparral include toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), chamise (Adenostoma spp.), mission 
manzanita (Xylococcus bicolor), wart stemmed ceanothus (Ceanothus verrucosus), and mariposa lilies 
(Calochortus sp.). Prior to historic and modern activities, adjacent major drainages such as Peñasquitos 
Creek contained extensive stands of riparian communities, with plants such as western sycamore 
(Platanus racemosa), Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii), coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), and 
willow (Salix sp.) (Beauchamp 1986; Lightner 2006; Munz 1974). Plant species naturally occurring in the 
project area and vicinity are known to have been used by native populations for food, medicine, tools, 
ceremonial, and other uses, while many of the animal species living within these communities (such as 
deer, small mammals, and birds) would have been used by native inhabitants as well (Christenson 1990; 
Hedges and Beresford 1986; Luomala 1978). 

Major wildlife species found in this environment prehistorically were coyote (Canis latrans); mule deer 
(Odocoileus hemionus); grizzly bear (Ursus arctos); mountain lion (Puma concolor); desert cottontail 
(Sylvilagus audubonii); jackrabbit (Lepus californicus); and various rodents, the most notable of which 
are the valley pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae), California ground squirrel (Ostospermophilus 
beecheyi), and dusky footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes) (Head 1972). Desert cottontails, jackrabbits, 
and rodents were very important to the prehistoric diet; deer were somewhat less significant for food, 
but were an important source of leather, bone, and antler (Christenson 1990; Luomala 1978). 

Ethnohistory 

Based on ethnographic data, two linguistically distinct populations, the Hokan-based Yuman-speaking 
peoples (Kumeyaay) and the Takic-speaking peoples (Luiseño), inhabited the San Diego County area. The 
name Luiseño derives from Mission San Luis Rey de Francia and has been used to refer to the Indian 
people associated with that mission, while the Kumeyaay people are also known as Ipai, Tipai, or 
Diegueño (named for Mission San Diego de Alcala). Agua Hedionda Creek, extending east from the coast 
and located north of the project, has often been described as the division between the territories of the 
Luiseño and the Kumeyaay people (Bean and Shipek 1978; Luomala 1978; White 1963), but Kroeber 
(1925) has the boundary farther south and encompassing the Escondido area.  

The project area, in the southern area of the county, is in the traditional territory of the Kumeyaay 
people, whose population in San Diego in the late 1700s was estimated to be 20,000. The Kumeyaay 
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lived in semi-sedentary, politically autonomous villages or rancherias. Most rancherias were the seat of 
a clan, although it is thought that, aboriginally, some clans had more than one rancheria and some 
rancherias contained more than one clan, often depending on the season within the year (Luomala 
1978). Each village was comprised of many households, and groups of villages were part of a larger 
social system, referred to as a consanguineal kin group (cimuL) (Carrico 1998). Campsites and villages 
were chosen based on proximity to water, boulder outcrops, environmental protection, and availability 
of plants and animals (Luomala 1978). Consequently, many of the Kumeyaay villages or rancherias were 
in river valleys and along the shoreline of coastal estuaries (Bean and Shipek 1978; Carrico 1998; 
Kroeber 1925).  

Several major Kumeyaay villages were ethnographically documented along the southern coastal area. In 
closest proximity to project area was the village of Ystagua, located approximately 1.7 kilometers 
(1.05 miles) to the southeast, along Soledad Valley (Carrico and Taylor 1983). The village was still 
occupied at the time of early European contact as documented by the Spaniards who visited it in 1769 
(Carrico 1977a). Also, as noted above, archaeological evidence indicates that this village location was 
occupied repeatedly over a period of several thousand years. Another nearby ethnographic village, also 
documented by the Spaniards in 1769, was the village of Jamo (Rinconada), located approximately 
10.8 kilometers (6.7 miles) to the south of the project area, at the mouth of the Rose Canyon drainage 
on Mission Bay (Carrico 1977a; Winterrowd and Cardenas 1987).  

History 

While Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo visited San Diego briefly in 1542, the beginning of the historic period in 
the San Diego area is given as 1769. In the mid-eighteenth century, Spain had escalated its involvement 
in California from exploration to colonization (Weber 1992) and in that year, a Spanish expedition 
headed by Gaspar de Portolá and Junípero Serra established the Royal Presidio of San Diego. Portolá 
then traveled north from San Diego seeking suitable locations to establish military presidios and 
religious missions to extend the Spanish Empire into Alta California. 

Initially, both a mission and a military presidio were located on Presidio Hill overlooking the San Diego 
River. A small pueblo, now known as Old Town San Diego, developed below the presidio. The Mission 
San Diego de Alcalá was constructed in its current location five years later. The missions and presidios 
stood, literally and figuratively, as symbols of Spanish colonialism, importing new systems of labor, 
demographics, settlement, and economies to the area. Cattle ranching, animal husbandry, and 
agriculture were the main pursuits of the missions.  

Although Mexico gained its independence from Spain in 1821, Spanish patterns of culture and influence 
remained for a time. The missions continued to operate as they had in the past, and laws governing the 
distribution of land were also retained in the 1820s. Following secularization of the missions in 1834, 
large ranchos were granted to prominent and well-connected individuals, ushering in the Rancho Era, 
with the society making a transition from one dominated by the church and the military to a more 
civilian population, with people living on ranchos or in pueblos. With the numerous new ranchos in 
private hands, cattle ranching expanded and prevailed over agricultural activities. 

American governance began in 1848, when Mexico signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ceding 
California to the United States at the conclusion of the Mexican–American War. A great influx of settlers 
to California and the San Diego region occurred during the American Period, resulting from several 
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factors, including the discovery of gold in the state in 1848, the end of the Civil War, the availability of 
free land through passage of the Homestead Act, and later, the importance of San Diego County as an 
agricultural area supported by roads, irrigation systems, and connecting railways. The increase in 
American and European populations quickly overwhelmed many of the Spanish and Mexican cultural 
traditions, and increased the rate of population decline among Native American communities.  

III.  AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT (APE) 

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for this study is established as the approximately 10.1-acre parcel 
(APN 340-010-29-00) located at 11011 Torreyana Road, which consists of approximately 3.1 acres of 
mostly developed space and an approximately seven-acre open space easement (Figure 3). 

IV. STUDY METHODS  

Archival Research 

HELIX conducted a records search at the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) on December 7, 2022. 
The search encompassed the proposed project area and a one-mile radius. The records search included 
the identification of previously recorded cultural resources, locations and citations for previous cultural 
resources studies, and a review of resources listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), 
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), California Historical Landmarks, California Points of 
Historic Interest, and City of San Diego Historical Resources Register. Record search maps are included 
as Confidential Appendix A, bound separately. Tables summarizing the records search results are 
provided as Attachments D and E.  

Historical maps and aerial photographs were reviewed to assess the potential for historical structural 
resources and historical archaeological resources, including the 1903 and 1930 USGS La Jolla (1:62,500); 
1943 USGS Del Mar (1:31,680); and 1953, 1967, 1975, and 1994 USGS Del Mar (1:24,000) topographic 
maps; as well as aerial photographs from between 1932 and 1981 (NETR Online 2022; UCSB Digital 
Library 2022). 

Native American Contact Program 

HELIX contacted the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) on December 1, 2022, to request a 
search of its Sacred Lands Files. Letters were sent on December 7, 202022 to Native American 
representatives and interested parties identified by the NAHC. Native American correspondence is 
included as Confidential Appendix B. 

Field Survey 

The project area was surveyed by HELIX archaeologist James Turner and Kumeyaay Native American 
monitor Annette Osuna of Misschief Cultural Monitoring, Inc., on December 13, 2022. The project APE 
consists of a parking garage and a triangular shaped building, set on a parcel overlooking a deep 
drainage; the drainage is also included in the APE, although it is outside the proposed development 
footprint. Reconnaissance was used to inspect under thick brush within the undeveloped areas of the 
APE that were accessible and on the sloped ground along the eastern edge of the developed portion of 
the APE; parallel transects were not possible, due to the thick vegetation and extremely steep slopes. 
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V. RESULTS OF STUDY  

Background Research 

SCIC has a record of 180 reports on file within a one-mile radius of the project area. Of these, only three 
studies overlap the APE–a cultural resources inventory of the San Diego coast state beaches, the results 
of a surface and subsurface testing of archaeological sites within the Torrey Pines Science Park, and the 
results of an archaeological and geospatial investigation of fire-altered rock features at the Torrey Pines 
State Reserve. Additionally, HELIX conducted a cultural resource study in January 2021 for the property 
immediately south of the project APE (Robbins-Wade 2022)–this report was not captured by the records 
search.  

A total of 80 cultural resources are recorded within one mile of the project APE, one of which, P-37-
040188 (SDM-W-1075), overlaps with the APE (Figure 5, Location of Archaeological Site P-37-040188, 
bound separately in Confidential Appendix C).  During the 2022 HELIX study for the adjacent parcel 
(Robbins-Wade 2022), a review of in-house records identified one resource, SDM-W-1075, mapped 
within that parcel and the current project APE. HELIX prepared a site form and submitted it to the SCIC - 
the site has subsequently been documented as P-37-040188. During a survey conducted in the 1970s of 
a larger area that contained the project site, WESTEC Services (WESTEC) documented SDM-W-1075 
within the western portion of the project area. The resource was noted to be a surface scatter of stone 
tools and flakes described as being “of moderate importance” (Carrico 1977b). WESTEC conducted 
surface and subsurface testing of multiple resources in the area in 1977; all visible artifacts at SDM-W-
1075 were collected at that time and, due to the surficial nature of the resource, neither testing nor 
additional fieldwork was conducted. A total of 130 artifacts were recovered from SDM-W-1075, 
consisting of ground stone and flaked stone tools, a projectile point, a single piece of ceramic, and more 
than 100 flakes and pieces of debitage. It was noted that the artifacts recovered from the site represent 
material that is usually associated with the manufacture of tools and quarrying activities; based on this 
and a comparison of other similar sites, it was determined that this resource was likely an area where 
lithic resources were obtained, flaked, and taken to a nearby campsite. Because the artifacts at site 
W-1075 were collected and analyzed, WESTEC concluded that “the data collected from this site coupled 
with the preservation of the recovered artifacts ensure that, although the physical manifestation of site 
W-1075 could be destroyed by construction, the valuable data contained therein will be preserved” 
(Carrico 1977b). SDM-W-1075 was recorded at the San Diego Museum of Man (now the Museum of Us) 
but it was never recorded at SCIC and did not have Primary numbers or trinomials assigned to it. HELIX 
prepared a Department of Parks & Recreation (DPR) site record for SDM-W-1075 based on Carrico’s 
information (1977b), which was submitted to SCIC; the site has been assigned the Primary number P-37-
040188 and the trinomial CA-SDI-23327.  

No structures are visible in the project area on the 1903 or 1930 La Jolla (1:62,500) topographic maps, 
though the Southern California Railroad is recorded to the east. The 1953 Del Mar (1:24,000) 
topographic map depicts the Coast Highway 101 west of the project – this highway would later become 
North Torrey Pines Road. The Southern California Railroad was also relabeled as the Atchison, Topeka, 
and Santa Fe Railway in the 1953 map. The subsequent 1967 and 1975 Del Mar topographic maps depict 
a trail or light-use road running through the project area. This road is not present on the 1994 Del Mar 
topographic map; instead, a paved road and several structures are visible in the vicinity of the project 
area. Between 1979 and 1980, the western portion of the project APE was graded, and by 1981 the 
existing building within the project site is shown on aerial photographs as being constructed. 
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Native American Contact Program 

The NAHC indicated in a response dated December 16, 2022, that the search of their Sacred Lands File 
was completed for the project with negative results. A list of tribal contacts from whom additional 
information can be solicited was provided with the NAHC’s response; letters were sent to these contacts 
on December 7, 2022. To date, one response has been received. Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 
(Viejas) responded on December 20, 2022 that there are known cultural resources within or adjacent to 
the project area. They request that a Kumeyaay cultural monitor be on site for all ground-disturbing 
activities. If additional responses are received, they will be forwarded to City staff. Native American 
correspondence is included as Confidential Appendix B. 

Field Survey 

Due to the developed nature of the project site, most of the ground surface within the proposed 
development footprint of the project was inaccessible or otherwise unviewable due to buildings, paved 
driveways and parking areas, and landscaped berms (Site Photographs; Attachment F). What ground 
surface was visible was located along the roadway and within the northern section of the APE. Within 
that area, the visible soils consisted of medium to dark brown silty loam. All accessible areas of the APE 
were thoroughly checked for cultural resources—none were observed within the project area. The 
eastern, undeveloped portion of the project within the biological open space easement could not be 
thoroughly surveyed, due to thick vegetation and steep slopes; however, this area is not proposed for 
development under the current project plan.  

One objective of the field survey was to gauge the depth of grading that occurred during the 
construction of the existing structures on site, and to determine whether the soil was graded to depths 
below that which would contain cultural resources. Due to the sloped nature of the surrounding 
landscape, it appeared as though the property was graded approximately three to ten feet below the 
original ground surface, with the southern edge of the property sitting at a lower elevation than the 
western edge.  

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although the project is in an area of cultural resource sensitivity, the proposed development footprint 
has previously been graded to below potentially cultural levels. In addition, impacts to site P-37-040188 
(SDM-W-1075) were considered mitigated through artifact collection and documentation prior to 
development of the existing buildings (Carrico 1977b). Based on this, the project will have no significant 
effect on archaeological resources, and no further measures are recommended.  

Although there is also no evidence to suggest the presence of human remains, in the unlikely event that 
human remains are encountered during ground-disturbing activities, all work shall cease, and the county 
coroner shall be contacted, per the California Public Resources Code. Should the remains be identified as 
Native American, the NAHC shall be contacted within 48 hours to provide a most-likely descendant to 
determine appropriate actions. 
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Figure 2
USGS Topography
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Figure 3
Aerial Photograph of Project Location
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Attachment D
Table of Previous Investigations 

Conducted within One Mile of the 
Project Area
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Site Photographs
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Overview of APE, view to the northeast. 

 
 

 
Overview of structure within APE, view to the southwest.  
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Overview of slope in the eastern half of APE; view to the northeast. 

 
 

 
Overview of southern boundary of APE showing large cut in natural slope; view to the south. 
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