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Planning a Vibrant Downtown for All

Downtown Community Planning Council (DCPC) Meeting Agenda
September 18, 2024, 5:30 PM

City Hall 12th Floor Committee Room
202 C Street, San Diego, CA, 92101

ZOOM Online Link
Meeting ID: 885 1421 0430

Passcode: 132472
Twitter | Instagram | TikTok

To share your thoughts and comments with DCPC members, please email comments@downtownplanningsd.org.

I. Call to Order & Roll Call

II. Consent Agenda Action Item
A. July Minutes Approval
B. August Minutes Approval
C. Appointment to Operations & Budget Subcommittee
D. Public Notice for September 18th Construction at Broadway & Pacific Highway

III. Non-Agenda Public Comment
Public comment will be limited to 1-minute per person if there are many speakers present. Maximum of 8
non-agenda public comment speakers at this time; additional speakers can speak at the end.

IV. Community Reports
A. Representatives from Elected Officials and Agencies
B. 17th & Commercial Affordable Housing Project

V. Discretionary Approvals
A. Sprouts Conditional Use Permit Action Item

VI. Faultline Park Update

VII. Fiscal Year (FY25) Budget Requests Action Item

VIII. Subcommittee Reports
A. Public Spaces - Gary Hewitt

1. Balboa Park Committee report - Chris Eddy

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88514210430?pwd=MEZrSlhQN3I4b1c5SWtkM2Y5MFpBUT09
https://twitter.com/DowntownPlanSD
https://www.instagram.com/downtownplanningsd/
https://www.tiktok.com/@downtownplanningsd
mailto:comments@downtownplanningsd.org
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2. Downtown Parking Management Group report - Manny Rodriguez

IX. Items Pulled from the Consent Agenda
Items pulled from the Consent Agenda (Item II) will be discussed at this time.

X. Remainder Non-Agenda Public Comments
The remaining non-agenda public commenters (Item III) will speak at this time.

XI. Adjournment
Next meeting on October 16th, 2024, 5:30 PM, at City Hall’s 12th Floor Committee Room.
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July Minutes
Bob Link, Executive Secretary

PROPOSED ACTION: Approve the meeting minutes for the July 17, 2024, meeting of the
Downtown Community Planning Council.

Minutes on pages 4 - 6 of this agenda packet.
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
July 17, 2024, 5:30 PM

12th Floor Committee Room, City Hall,
202 C Street, San Diego, CA, 92101

I. Call to Order 5:39 pm
A. In attendance (11): Rodriguez, Bargmann, Link, Barr, Eddy, Helmer, Hewitt, E.

Schwarz, J.P. Schwarz, Villarina, Werve.

II. Consent Agenda: Approved Unanimously

III. Non-Agenda Public Comment
A. Gary Smith (Personal) – Reminds DCPC Board of responsibility to Downtown

Community Plan
B. Potential Board Applicant Kevin So – (Community Organization seat) –

Introduced self as interested in Architecture, Urban Revitalization, Member of
Bicycle Coalition, Desire to improve Downtown for individuals living and working
in San Diego.

C. Potential Board Applicant Moira Tan (Community At Large Seat) – Introduced self
as a Downtown Resident, Health Care oriented, Desire to contribute

D. Jesse, Presented concerns to Public Health regarding availability of drugs.
Specifically highlighted Grand Jury Recommendation to shut down cannabis
distribution as it directly impacts children and youth.

IV. Community Reports (Representatives from Elected Officials and Agencies)

A. Emily Bonner (CD3, Whitburn)
1. Welcomed New Fire Chief
2. Encouraged DCPC Board Members to complete City Survey
3. Summarized Coastal Commission homelessness concerns to be

reviewed at internal meeting
4. Announced upcoming 7.22.24 City Council Meeting 2 pm with Ketner &

Vine discussion likely at about 6 pm. Summarized approx 1,000 bed
facility with commercial kitchen, bath, showers

5. Announced that Coastal Commission is reviewing Safe Parking (200)
spaces proposal

B. Robson Winter (Asm. Member Boerner)
1. Overview of Senate issues (no change from June)
2. June – Budget passed, prioritized health protection for children, overview

of AB 2564 – Property tax re disabled – objective is to keep people
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housed. Highlighted broadband and digital equity by use of $550M
Federal Funds.

3. Assembly reconvening on 5 August (same as Senate) Encouraged all to
use Asm. Member Boerner as a resource.

C. Development Services, Urban Division
1. 2024 Land Development Code passed, effective August 2024
2. Urban Division tool kit is in process – encouraged comments on results
3. Development Permits, Construction has been updated in tool kit
4. Manny requested Urban Division attend regularly

D. DSDP, Clayton Fowler
1. Featured Columbia walk about 7.31 and encouraged all to join monthly
2. Highlighted that 2700 or 3500 safety requests were made through Get It

Done app with 56% resolved within 1 hour. Maintenance requests totaled
1700 with 23% resolved in 15 minutes, 77% within 1 hour

3. Reported 845 homeless downtown, an improvement from last year
4. Announced 8/4 DP event at Balboa Park
5. Public Comments – None
6. DCPC Board (Hewitt) expressed Padres Maintenance Concern – Clayton

to address offline, (Bargman) Asked what issues referred to Clean and
Safe referred to safety, reply – Public Right of Way, Private Property
issues. (Eddy) Does Clean and Safe clean sidewalk cafes, reply if that is
your area – yours to maintain. Re unused spaces concerned with
homeless and trash – reply was Gaslamp vacancies would be looked
into/reply.

V. Discretionary Approvals
A. Margaritaville Live Entertainment - Developer postpone one month

1. Public Comment –
a) Gary Smith, DRG – package is incomplete re compliance with

noise levels, assessment, abatement, hours of operation. Any
exemptions should comply with Residential Hours

b) Steve Morris _J and 3rd, Harbor Club (125 Residents) – residents
suffered with Hard Rock decibels (93) Requested consideration of
rules about noise as designed for suburbs, not detrimental to life,
health, Quality of life

c) CUP denied 7-1, with 2 abstaining.

VI. Subcommittee Reports
A. Public Spaces - Gary Hewitt
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1. Balboa Park Committee report - Chris Eddy
2. Downtown Parking Management Group report - Manny Rodriguez

a) Board unanimously approves a letter to the City’s Sustainability
and Mobility Department and the Downtown Parking Management
Group to improve the administration and transparency of the
Downtown Community Parking District (click here to view).

B. Chait Items – Manny Rodriguez
1. Community Planners Committee – Bob Link
2. Reconnecting Communities Notice of Funding Opportunity

VII. Items Pulled from the Consent Agenda (None).

VIII. Remainder Non-Agenda Public Comments (None).

IX. Adjournment: 7:30pm

Next meeting on August 24th, 2024,
5:30 PM, at City Hall’s 12th Floor Committee Room

https://ctycms.com/ca-little-italy/docs/dcpc-letter-to-dpmg-and-city.pdf
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August Minutes
Bob Link, Executive Secretary

PROPOSED ACTION: Approve the meeting minutes for the August 21, 2024, meeting of the
Downtown Community Planning Council.

Minutes on pages 8 - 15 of this agenda packet.
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
August 21, 2024, 5:30 PM

12th Floor Committee Room, City Hall,
202 C Street, San Diego, CA, 92101

I. Call to Order 5:39 pm
A. 11 Present: Rodriguez, Bargmann, Link, Barr, Helmer, Hewitt, E. Schwarz, J.P.

Schwarz, Werve, George, Winslow
B. Absent: Gu, Villarina, Eddy

II. Consent Agenda: Approved Unanimously

III. Non-Agenda Public Comment None

IV. Appointments (Unanimous Approval)
A. At Large Vacancy: Moira Tan
B. Community Organization Vacancy: Kevin So
C. Airport Noise Advisory Committee: Ethan Paul

V. Community Reports
A.a. Emily Bonner (for CD3 Stephen Whitburn)

1. Promised reply re encampment status on Caltrans ROW.

A.b. Marcelo Marco Ramirez (for Nora Vargas)
1. Introduction, available for questions, updates promised at future meetings

B. Balboa Park Working Group
1. Presenting Chair Michael Stepner, members Roger Showley, Rene Smith
2. Highlighted scheduled 9.5.24 presentation to Balboa Park Committee

followed (dates tbd) by presentations to Parks and Rec then City Council
3. Highlights include:

a) 99 year SDHS lease extension including campus rehabilitation
b) Opportunities and advantages of public spaces on SDHS and

SDCC campuses through a “Story Map”
c) Connect schools to Park cultural offerings
d) Connecting Bay to Park
e) Reopen 8th Ave link to the Park
f) Freeway Lids

4. Public comment (Smith, DRG) – noted schools and communities are
starting to talk

5. Board Feedback:
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a) (Rodriguez) Need wider sidewalks. Stepner acknowledged City
College is better, SDHS construction in process

b) (to board (Stepner)): Downtown Partnership has expressed
interest in Clean and Safe managing maintenance and security.
Details to follow. Intent is to reflect the “Crown Jewel”. Also
Working Group will return do request DCPC endorsement,
Burnham promoting stronger relationship with city, Mayor is
requesting strengthening of Balboa Park Master Plan

C. Trash and Recycling Services Presentation
1. Public Comment (Gary Smith, DRG) – noted that budget “savings” from

increased collections would go to the General Fund.
2. Board (Gary) Question re Apartment trash – reply promised

VI. Initial Infrastructure Prioritization
A. Public Comment

1. (Gary Smith, DRG) – 6th Street corridor noted as impossible for
pedestrians. Requires prioritization as the most dangerous intersection in
San Diego.

B. Board Feedback
1. (Gabrielle) 6th is dangerous and poorly designed, especially at Elm.

Pedestrians “wait for drivers to decide”. Recommend coordinate
prioritization with Uptown Group (and CPC (Bob))

2. Shared board agreement with need for wider/improved crosswalks to
Balboa Park

3. Ash Street and A & Ash intersection – JP expressed concern with
narrowness. Need traffic control (lights) at 8th Street intersection,
crosswalk. Share concern re street closure(s) while pedestrian
promenade not yet built.

C. Brendan motion, JP 2nd – Add Ash (& A) to top 3 priorities as part of Downtown
Complete Streets. Passed unanimously. Final budget requests to the City to be
decided at the September 2024 meeting.

VII. Subcommittee Reports
A. Public Spaces

1. Balboa Park Committee report - Chris Eddy
2. Downtown Parking Management Group report - Manny Rodriguez

a) DCPC prior recommendations well received
b) Interest in newsletter and agenda announcements
c) Manny volunteered as Secretary
d) Updates to City administration of parking management:
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(1) No parking within 20’ of crosswalks (loss of 500 metered
parking spaces)

(2) Added 41 motorcycle parking spaces
(3) Education and grace period in progress

e) Gaslamp Quarter creating a new website focused on mobility. Will
share with other city groups.

f) Manny to share Parking Management minutes

3. Fault Line Park Update
a) Pinnacle has disappointed community regarding the Park’s

management
b) Pinnacle is limiting communications to the city only.
c) City appears to have limited Faultline Park communications and

DCPC inclusion. Park and Rec has offered to review.
d) EVA Manager New City America has offered to help maintain the

park but Pinnacle has not been following through on
conversations.

e) Public Comment
(1) EV Doers email input noted and appreciated by board

members
(2) (Gary Smith, DRG) – since City is not enforcing Pinnacle

public/private partnership contract recommend DCPC not
approve

f) Board Comment –
(1) JP recommends consideration of DSDP Clean & Safe

provide maintenance and security due to Pinnacle breach
of contract

(2) Manny distributed contracts to enable board review of City
prior financial consideration such as a density bonus.

(3) Agreed that unanswered questions will be addressed in
future meetings.

VIII. Items Pulled from the Consent Agenda Items pulled from the Consent Agenda
(None)

IX. Remainder Non-Agenda Public Comments (None)

X. Adjournment: 7:30pm

Next meeting on September 18th, 2024,
5:30 PM, at City Hall’s 12th Floor Committee Room
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August 21, 2024 Written Submitted Public Comments
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Appointments to Operations & Budget Subcommittee
Manny Rodriguez, Executive Chair

PROPOSED ACTION: Appoint Manny Rodriguez to the Operations & Budget Subcommittee.

Manny has been creating Administrative Policies for members of the Downtown Community
Planning Council to strive for so that the operations of the Council be reliable. This
Subcommittee is responsible for leading the yearly Community Planning Group application
process, and several of the Administrative Policies adopted could be codified in the application.
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Public Notice for September 18th, 2024 Construction at Broadway
& Pacific Highway
Emily Bonner, Council District 3 Representative

INFORMATIONAL ITEM: Below is a message from the City of San Diego regarding upcoming
construction at Broadway & Pacific Highway for September 18th, 2024.

“NCTD1 has some required work to be done on a couple of grade crossing panels by Broadway
street between Pac Hwy and Kettner which will require 1 traffic lane and pedestrian walkway to
be closed. This work would take around 3-4 hours and we would plan to carry it out at night on
September 18th.

Below is an extract of the area (Link provided above as well2) we need to work at with the yellow
highlighted area the panels needing work done. We would also have traffic control set up for this
work with the closest lane to the panels needing to be closed.”

2 Link: https://maps.app.goo.gl/oSLud7Mvj5pw1vEGA

1 “NCTD” stands for “North County Transit District”. It is the government agency responsible for the
Coaster train and the maintenance of its tracks.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/oSLud7Mvj5pw1vEGA
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Sprouts Conditional Use Permit (PRJ-1115855)
Terri Dickerhoff, CGR DEVELOPMENT

PROPOSED ACTION: Approve or Deny the Sprouts Off-Site Alcohol Sales CUP -
DOWNTOWN (Process 3) Conditional Use Permit for the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-site
consumption within a proposed 26,385-square-foot grocery store located at “Campus at Horton”
at 200 Horton Plaza, Suite 200, on the site bounded by E Street, G Street, First Avenue and
Fourth Avenue in the Gaslamp Quarter neighborhood of the Downtown Community Plan area
(Council District 3).

For further information, contact the Vice Chair via: brendan.bargmann@gmail.com

mailto:brendan.bargmann@gmail.com
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Fault Line Park Update
City of San Diego Parks & Recreation Department

INFORMATIONAL ITEM: City of San Diego’s Parks & Recreation Department will share an
update on Fault Line Park.
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Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) Budget Requests to the City
Manny Rodriguez, Executive Chair

PROPOSED ACTION: Submit a list to City District 3 Councilmember and Mayor containing the
Downtown Community Planning Council’s requests and priorities for the FY26 budget.

This list may contain, but is not limited to, Capital Improvement Projects (CIPs) as well as
operational requests (e.g., more staff to a certain department).

On page 15 of this packet are the priority CIPs decided on last month by the DCPC..
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Capital Improvement Projects Prioritized by the DCPC on August 2024:

● (#1) Ash Street Traffic Calming proposed CIP. Install traffic calming measures on Ash
street between 3rd Avenue and 9th Avenue. This can involve:

○ Adjusting the traffic signals to slow down cars with consistent red lights.
○ Installing pedestrian “pop-outs” at intersections
○ Road diets and narrowing of traffic lanes
○ Allowing parking on existing curbs that do not have parking
○ Repurposing a lane to add bicycle facilities
○ The Cortez Hill community has previously paid for studies by Rick Engineering

and Circulate San Diego to elevate this issue

● (#2) Downtown Complete Streets (Existing CIPs)

● (#3) 5th Avenue Promenade Phase II

● 6th Avenue Downtown to Balboa Park Safety Enhancements and Beautification
(proposed CIP).

○ Added by Manny for consideration in Sep 2024: Consider including in the scope
for this project an expansion of Tweet Street Park through 6th Avenue to Balboa
Park

● Wider Sidewalks on Park BLVD Approaching Balboa Park (Proposed CIP)

● Saint Joseph’s Park Design (Proposed GDP)

● First Avenue Traffic Calming (Proposed CIP)

● Flashing Yield Lights Near School Zones (Proposed CIPs)

● Enhancements to G Street Mini Park (Proposed GDP)

CIP = Capital Improvement Project
GDP = General Development Plan
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Downtown Parking Management Group Report
Manny Rodriguez, Executive Chair

INFORMATIONAL ITEM: The Chair will provide an update on the Downtown Parking
Management Group (DPMG), which is the official Advisory Group to the Downtown Community
Parking District.

At the previous DCPC meeting, the Chair provided an update of the DPMG’s August meeting.
The draft DPMG August minutes are on pages 23 - 26 of this agenda packet.

The DPMG failed to meet in September due to the DPMG Co-Chairs not posting an agenda in
time to meet the Brown Act’s 72 hour requirement. This is the second time in the past year that
the Co-Chairs have failed to comply with the 72 hour requirement.

https://www.sandiego.gov/parking/districts
https://www.sandiego.gov/parking/districts
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DRAFT Meeting Minutes of the

Downtown Parking Management Group
Community Parking District (CPD) One
Thursday, August 8, 2024, 11:30 AM

1. Call to Order - 11:36 AM
a. Board Members Present: Gary Smith (Co-Chair), Nancy Wilson-Ramon, Michael

Trimble, Joel Hermosillo, Dominic Li Mandri, Manny Rodriguez, Chris Gomez.
i. Absent: Paul Robinson (Chair), Josh Coyne, Christian Mua.

b. City Staff Present: Ahmad Erikat, Rodrigo Carrasco, [STAFFER].

2. Non-Agenda Public Comment
a. No members of the public were present.

3. Approval of June 13, 2024 Meeting Minutes
a. Deliberated on who was designated the Chair for the Ad Hoc Committee/Task

Force on Parking Garages
b. Item deferred due to Paul being absent.

4. City of San Diego Sustainability & Mobility (SuMo) Updates
a. AB 413 Update

i. Informational item.
ii. Approximately 500 meters (single and multi-meter spaces) will be affected

by AB 413 in the Downtown CPD.
1. SuMo is only responsible for the spaces with parking meters. The

Transportation Department is responsible for spaces without
meters.

iii. Members express concern on people being ticketed for parking on spaces
prohibited by AB 413 but not yet painted red or marked in some way.

1. City states there would be a lengthy grace period
2. City Communications Dep is responsible for educating the public.

iv. 41 motorcycle parking spaces were added to spaces between red curbs
and a parking space that are not wide enough to accommodate a full car.

1. Chris asks about installing bike corrals instead. SuMo replies that
someone would have to be responsible for their maintenance and
liability, and that would not be the City. Assessment Districts can
take that responsibility.
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v. Gary asked DPMG members to review the [Comprehensive] Downtown
Parking Plan to identify what restriping can be done while the City is
repainting curbs.

vi. Discussion on inventory of parking meters.
b. Curb Parking & Conversion Requests

i. 425 Market Street item dropped. Streateries are being removed (on Cali
Creamin and Prince Street Pizza) and it will return the commercial loading
space that existed there previously.

ii. Michael mentions Gaslamp Walk on Aug 29th, 10am, at 5th & Market.
iii. No actions taken.

5. New DCPD Corporation Update
a. Informational item.
b. Corporation details to be hashed out in the Ad Hoc Committee/Task Force.

i. Chris expresses intent to call a meeting.
c. Manny requests having Counclmembers bless the new corporation’s bylaws.

i. Board members say it's not necessary, but they will run it by District 3
either way.

d. DPMG members will underwrite the cost of incorporation. Initial estimate given of
$2,000 per neighborhood.

6. MTS (Temp/Perm) Bus Layover Zones AdHoc Appointment
a. Gary calls for the creation of a Committee. Joel volunteers to be Chair and Gary

joins as a member.
i. Motion by _____ second by _____, unanimous approval.

b. MTS claims that the board approved the layover zones, but the board disagrees.
c. Dominic suggests we have a member from District 3 participate in the Committee

since the Councilmember is the Chair of MTS. Board agrees.

7. United Web Presence
a. Informational item.
b. Michael shows the board a website he has created about how to get to the

Gaslamp. Excellent presentation of mobility options to Downtown, with a priority
given to non-car modes of transportation.
i. States that it can be expanded for the whole of Downtown, recommends

that we work together to make it a holistic tool that benefits all.
c. Michael shows an advertisement with good production quality to the board.

i. Board members clap.
d. The website received unanimous praise from the board.
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8. Broadway to 4th Avenue Right Turn
a. Decision was made by the City, it is not wide enough for the changes requested.

i. Michael will communicate the decision to stakeholders.
b. No action taken.

9. Parking Permit Request from 15th St. Residents
a. Gary gives a history lesson on parking permit programs.
b. East Village residents requesting passes do not realize it will not exempt them

from paying the meters.
c. Discussion about how allowing more parking permit programs has greater

negative implications for all of Downtown. Dominic cites an example in Berkley.
d. Discussion on City Council policies that remove parking requirements.
e. No action taken.

10. Downtown Community Planning Council Letter (DCPC) on
Improving the Administration of the Downtown Community Parking
District

a. Informational item.
b. Manny: “If this was a Community Planning Group or some other advisory board,

we [DCPC] would not be making these suggestions, but this is a body that does
guide millions of dollars in public spending.”

c. Manny reads the recommendations in the attached letter.
d. Manny: “DCPC believes this body should be easier for the public to interact with.”
e. Board agrees that several of these recommendations can be included.

i. Nancy suggests the creation of a distribution list in which can share
agendas, notices, events, and more.

f. Manny volunteers to be Secretary to help implement some of these
recommendations.
Manny drafted the minutes for Aug 2024 that you are reading now.

11. Election on new Secretary
a. Manny: “I will walk my talk”. Volunteers to be the new Secretary.

i. Board agrees. Manny Motions. Second by Chris. Unanimous approval.

12. Schedule Meeting of Parking Garage Ad Hoc
a. Deferred due to Paul being absent.
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13. Old Business
a. None.

14. Member Comments & Updates
a. None.

15. Announcements
a. Next Meeting: September 12, 2024 at 11:30am Civic Center Plaza 1200 3rd Ave.,

4th Flr. Conference Room, San Diego, CA 92101

16. Adjournment - 12:54 PM

.


