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Introduction to the
Del Mar Mesa Preserve

• Significant remnant ecological landscape

• Integral component of  natural open space 
preserves and wildlife corridors in the 
northern City of  San Diego 

• “Biological Core Area” under MSCP













Conservation History of  the
Del Mar Mesa Preserve

• 1978 & 1979 – San Diego mesa mint and 
designation of  “Future Urbanizing Area”

• Pre-1979 – Planned for dense residential 
development

• 1986 – First preserve land acquired



Conservation History of  the
Del Mar Mesa Preserve

• 1992 - 1994 – General Plan “Environmental 
Tier” and Future Urbanizing Area 
Framework Plan

• 1990 – Campaign for preservation

• 1994 - 1998 – San Diego Multiple Species 
Conservation Plan



Conservation History of  the
Del Mar Mesa Preserve

• 2000s – Mountain bikers discover DMMP

• 2003 - 2015 – Resource Management Plan 
and compromise trail system

• Early 2000s – Most of  preserve acquired



Conservation History of  the
Del Mar Mesa Preserve

• 2017 – San Diego Vernal Pool Habitat 
Conservation Plan

• 2020 - 2022 – Exponential increase in trail 
use during COVID and electric off-road 
vehicles

• Takeaway – DMMP is for resource protection



 

 

DRAFT 
PROGRAMMATIC HABITAT RESTORATION AND 

MONITORING PLAN FOR THE DEL MAR MESA PRESERVE 

February 2023 
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Proposed Habitat Restoration & Related Work

Habitat Restoration Area

Existing Conditions
Conserved Lands - Public
Conserved Lands - Pending Public
Conserved Lands - Private
Del Mar Mesa Preserve
Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve
Pacific Highlands Ranch Open Space
Community Plan Area
Trail - Authorized
Trail - Future
Utility Road
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Project I

County of San Diego

U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service

California
Department of

Fish and Wildlife

U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service

City of San Diego

City of San Diego

California
Department of

Fish and Wildlife

City of San Diego

City of San Diego

ROW - California Department
of Fish and Wildlife
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/HJHQG
3URSRVHG�+DELWDW�5HVWRUDWLRQ�	�5HODWHG�:RUN

+DELWDW�5HVWRUDWLRQ�3URMHFW�,�������$FUHV�
5HSDLU��(QKDQFH��([LVWLQJ�3RRO
+HDY\�(TXLSPHQW�*UDGLQJ
5HSDLU��(QKDQFH��([LVWLQJ�3RRO
+DQG�7RRO�(DUWKZRUN
&RQVWUXFW��5HVWRUH��3RRO
+HDY\�(TXLSPHQW�*UDGLQJ
5HVWRUH�&KDPLVH�&KDSDUUDO
)HQFH�$XWKRUL]HG�7UDLO
)HQFH�8WLOLW\�5RDG
5HVWRUH�8QDXWKRUL]HG�7UDLO

D 5HWDLQ�&KDLQ�/LQN�)HQFH
D 5HPRYH�&KDLQ�/LQN�)HQFH

([LVWLQJ�&RQGLWLRQV�±�9HUQDO�3RROV
([LVWLQJ�9HUQDO�3RRO
([LVWLQJ�$UWLILFLDO�3RRO
([LVWLQJ�:DWHU�)ORZ�'LUHFWLRQ
6DQ�'LHJR�IDLU\�VKULPS
�Branchinecta sandiegonensis�
)DLU\�VKULPS��Branchinecta�VS��
:HVWHUQ�VSDGHIRRW�WRDG��Spea hammondii�
/LWWOH�PRXVH�WDLO��Myosurus minimus�
6DQ�'LHJR�EXWWRQ�FHOHU\
�Eryngium aristulatum�VVS��parishii�
6DQ�'LHJR�PHVD�PLQW��Pogogyne abramsii�

([LVWLQJ�&RQGLWLRQV�±�8SODQGV
$VK\�VSLNH�PRVV��Selaginella cinerascens�
&DOLIRUQLD�DGGHU
V�WRQJXH
�Ophioglossum californicum�
&DPSEHOO¶V�OLYHUZRUW��Geothallus tuberosus�
*ROGHQ�FKDHWRSDSSD��Pentachaeta aurea�
.QRWZHHG�VSLQHIORZHU
�Chorizanthe polygonoides�YDU��longispina�
2UFXWW
V�EURGLDHD��Brodiaea orcuttii�
6DQ�'LHJR�JROGHQVWDU
�Bloomeria clevelandii�

1RWH��3URMHFW�,�XSODQG�YHJHWDWLRQ�LV�HQWLUHO\�FKDPLVH
FKDSDUUDO�DQG�FU\SWRELRWLF�VRLOV�H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�ROG�GLUW
URDG�WKURXJK�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�3URMHFW�
2WKHU�([LVWLQJ�&RQGLWLRQV

7UDLO���$XWKRUL]HG
7UDLO���8QDXWKRUL]HG
8WLOLW\�5RDG
��IW��(OHYDWLRQ�&RQWRXU�/LQHV
3URSHUW\�/LQH
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Elements of  Habitat Restoration

• Minimize impacts to existing resources 

• Remove refuse

• Survey for existing resources

• Repair damaged terrain

• Restore and enhance damaged vegetation



Elements of  Habitat Restoration

• Benefit native resident and migratory birds

• Control invasive non-native plants

• Replace non-native vegetation with natives

• Benefit other native animals

• Increase populations of  rare plants



Elements of  Habitat Restoration

• Improve demarcation of  legitimate 
authorized trails and utility roads

• Remove unauthorized trails

• Educate visitors

• Monitor, document, and report results



McGonigle Canyon

Deer Canyon

L2

B

I

A

Q

P

F

E

D

C

H

G1

G2

Legend
Proposed Habitat Restoration & Related Work

Habitat Restoration Area
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CONCRETE FOOTING

1/4" GALVANIZED CABLE

2" CORTEN STEEL POSTS

TURNBUCKLE

1 1/2" CORTEN STEEL BRACE

2' TYP.

40"

12"

SIMILAR TO THIS AND THIS

Not to Scale

18"
Above Ground

48"

1' TYP.
(in harder rock)

(in softer rock)

10"

10' Max

Cable Fence  – Illustrative

12”

16”







Partnership with City

• Conservancy conducts planning, design, 
permitting, fundraising, implementation, and 
monitoring.

• City provides entry permits, review and 
approval of  restoration plans, and grading 
permits as appropriate



Thank you!
The Chaparral Lands Conservancy

www.chaparralconservancy.org | facebook
970 West Valley Parkway PMB 456

Escondido, CA 92169
(760) 809-9244

director@chaparralconservancy.org

http://www.chaparralconservancy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Chaparral-Lands-Conservancy/

