
Marie Widman Memorial Park 
Park & General Development Plan (GDP) Update

Parks & Recreation Department

San Diego Black Arts + Culture District Advisory Committee
Informational Briefing – September 17, 2024



Introductions

Andy Field, Director, Parks & Recreation Department

Kathleen Brand, Project Officer II, Asset Management

Stephanie Green, Landscape Architect, Asset Management



Park Update

Park Update:
• New access walkway 

into the Park from 
Imperial Ave.

• Going through Public 
Works Contracting

• Anticipating Request for 
Quote (RFQ) to go out 
early October
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Park Update

Park Update:
• Playground Equipment & 

Surfacing Replacements

• New Nature Exploration Area

Existing Equipment to remain:
Swing Set & Slide 

Replacement Surfacing: PIP 
Rubberized & Engineered 
Wood Fiber Mulch

Replacement Equipment: 
Slide & Climbing Structure



General Development Plan Update

• General Development Plan (GDP) 
Update:

• GDP Process Schedule & Public Outreach

• Project Notification

• Project Background

• Site Overview

• Park Programming 

• Community Feedback

• GDP Workshop #2 – Fall 2024



GDP Process Schedule & Public Outreach

Workshop #1 
Encanto CRG: 
July 31, 2024 

Informational 
Briefing

SD Black Arts + 
Culture District 

Advisory 
Committee:                   

September 17, 2024

Approval Meeting 
Encanto CRG:               
Winter 2024

P&R Board Approval:         
Spring 2025

Anticipated GDP 
Amendment Completion: 

Spring 2025

Workshop #2
SD Black Arts + 
Culture District 

Advisory Committee:                   
Fall 2024

GDP Process Schedule & Public Outreach

SD Black Arts + 
Culture District 
Music Festival
June 29, 2024

National Night 
Out - Gompers 
Neighborhood 

Park
August 6, 2024

SURVEY PERIOD



Project Notification

Project Notification

• Mailers – for Workshops #1 & #2
• Geographic boundaries for mailers:

o North – Wunderlin Avenue (1200-ft)
o South – Benson Avenue (1400-ft)
o East - 69th Street (530-ft)
o West - 65th Street (1000-ft)

• # addresses: 607

MARIE 
WIDMAN
MEMORIAL 
PARK

MAILER 
RADIUS



Project Notification

Project Notification

• Project Fliers
• Encanto & Martin Luther King Jr. Rec Centers
• George L. Stevens Senior Center
• Valencia Park/Malcolm X & Skyline Hills Libraries



Project Notification

Project Notification

• Website & Email List
• Council District 4
• Commission for Arts & Culture
• CRGs (Encanto, MLK, Skyline Hills)
• CPGs (Skyline/Paradise Hills, Chollas Valley)
• Emerald Hills Neighborhood Council 
• SD Black Arts + Culture Advisory Committee
• Groundwork San Diego – Chollas Creek
• Website sign up for mailing list 



Project Background – Current GDP & Community Requests

Project Background

Feedback prior to GDP Amendment 
Outreach:
• New or renovated tot lots or playgrounds
• New special activity park, for example a 

skate park, dog park, nature play area, etc.
• New or renovated recreation building
• New or renovated outdoor amphitheater 

or stage
• New ADA-accessible walkways and park 

access points
• New sports courts
• New or renovated comfort station
• New picnic shade structures
• Future use of existing gymnasium
• Accessibility improvements
• Signage upgrades



Project Background

Representatives from the Stormwater Department will be available for questions at the GDP Workshops.

Marie Widman Memorial Park
Stormwater Department’s B-14078 Jamacha Drainage Channel Upgrade Project Limits
Chollas Creek



Site Overview



Programming



Programming



Programming



Programming

Comfort Station

Performance Pavilion 



Community Feedback – Park Amenities

Workshop #1: Encanto CRG 7/31/2024 National Night Out: Gompers 8/6/2024



Community Feedback – Park Activity Level

Workshop #1: Encanto CRG 7/31/2024 National Night Out: Gompers 8/6/2024



Community Feedback - Survey

108 total surveys collected from:
• San Diego Black Arts & Culture District Music Festival
• Encanto CRG Workshop #1
• National Night Out at Gompers
• MLK Recreation Center
• Skyline Hills Library
• Online



How to Stay Informed

Visit the Marie Widman 
Memorial Park Project page for 

more information and to sign up 
for future updates, meeting 
dates, and online surveys.

Join the Email List!

https://www.sandiego.gov/cip/projectinfo/featured
projects/mariewidmanmemorialparkgdp

https://www.sandiego.gov/cip/projectinfo/featuredprojects/mariewidmanmemorialparkgdp
https://www.sandiego.gov/cip/projectinfo/featuredprojects/mariewidmanmemorialparkgdp


Next Steps

Next Steps for Marie Widman Memorial Park GDP Project:

What: Public Workshop #2 
Who: All Interested Parties. PLEASE ATTEND!
When: Fall 2024 (Join the Email List to receive Updates & Notifications)
Where: Black Arts + Culture District Advisory Committee Meeting

Second Chance, 6145 Imperial Ave, SD, CA 92114
Why: Contribute to the park’s design, ensuring it reflects community 

needs and aligns with localpriorities.

THANK YOU!
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