Argument In
Favor of
Measure D




ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE D

This good governance measure strengthens the independence of the City of San Diego’s Ethics
Commission by empowering it to control its investigations and resources without political
interference.

The Commission is the City’s watchdog for violations of ethics, lobbying, and campaign finance
laws. It educates and regulates elected officials, lobbyists, campaigns, certain City employees
and City consultants, and imposes penalties and fines when violations occur. This measure will
bolster the Commission’s ability to hold accountable those it regulates, protecting the interests
of the City and its residents.

To regulate fairly and effectively, the Commission must be independent from those it regulates;
however, the City’s Charter authorizes City Council control over the Commission. The Council -
determines its budget and resources; confirms the appointment of its Executive Director; can
eliminate the Commission or reduce its responsibilities; and approves its complaint and
investigation procedures.

To maintain the public’s confidence and ensure the Commission’s independence, the Charter
must be changed to empower our City’s ethics watchdog. Those who are regulated by the
Commission should not have control over its funding, procedures for holding individuals
accountable, or its ability to do its work.

A yes for this measure:

e Cements the Commission’s existence in the Charter.

e Defines the Commission’s responsibilities, qualifications, and term limits.

e Vests power in the Commission to subpoena witnesses and records, compel attendance
and testimony, and conduct investigations.

e Empowers the Commission to hire its Executive Director without Council confirmation.

® Authorizes the Commission’s Executive Director to make all hiring decisions.

» Protects the Commission’s ability to do its work by ensuring it has sufficient resources.

e Authorizes the Commission to divulge evidence of possible unlawful conduct to other
government or law enforcement agencies during an investigation.

These commonsense amendments are intended to ensure our government is more ethical,
transparent, and accountable.

VOTE YES on MEASURE D
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(The following statement is required by California Elections Code Section 3600.)

The undersigned author(s) of the direct argument in favor of EI ballot measure 2
at the special election for the City of San Diego to be held on Tuesday, November 5, 2024, hereby state

that such argument is true and correct to the best of his El knowledge and belief.

Note: At least one of the authors/signers (designated the “filer”) shall meet the criteria of being a registered
voter in the jurisdiction in which the measure appears. Any other signers are not required to meet that or any

other criteria and are assumed to appear at the discretion and approval of the filer.
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Note: Registrar of Voters' policy does not allow candidates, campaign managers, campaign treasurers, argument of ballot measures, or
members of the their immediate family to host a polling place or act as a poll worker in the jurisdiction in which the candidacy or

ballot measure of the interested party is being voted upon.
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The undersigned author(s) of the direct argument in favor of ballot measure _ Y
at the special election for the City of San Diego to be held on Tuesday, November 5, 2024, hereby state
that such argument is true and correct to the best of her knowledge and belief.

Note: At least one of the authors/signers (designated the “filer’) shall meet the criteria of being a registered
voter in the jurisdiction in which the measure appears. Any other signers are not required to meet that or any
other criteria and are assumed to appear at the discretion and approval of the filer.

*Organization Title (optional)
*If provided, this title may be printed in the Sample Ballot and Voter Information Pamphlet.
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ballot measure of the interested party is being voted upon.
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The undersigned author(s) of the direct argument _in favor of ballot measure _ D
at the special election for the City of San Diego to be held on Tuesday, November 5, 2024, hereby state
that such argument is true and correct to the best of her knowledge and belief.

Note: At least one of the authors/signers (designated the “filer”) shall meet the criteria of being a registered
voter in the jurisdiction in which the measure appears. Any other signers are not required to meet that or any
other criteria and are assumed to appear at the discretion and approval of the filer.
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The undersigned author(s) of the direct argument in favor of ballot measure D
at the special election for the City of San Diego to be held on Tuesday, November 5, 2024, hereby state

that such argument is true and correct to the best of her  knowledge and belief.

Note: At least one of the authors/signers (designated the “filer’) shall meet the criteria of being a registered
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