










I. SYLLABUS

Appellant respectfully urges that, pursuent to acts of Congress

(Public No, 570, 74th Congress), approved May 6, 1936, etc., and (Public

No, 738, 74th Congress), approved June 22, 1936, as amended, your Honorable

Board approve, authorize, and cause to bo constructed. Flood Control im

provements on the San Diego River, in the County of San Diego, State of

California, as follows:

(l) A leveed river channel 3.3 miles in length arjd not less than

800 feet wide, with a minimum capacity of 100,000 c.f.s., extending

from about 2000 feet upstream from Llorena Boulevard, to existing

Mission Boulevard bridge near the ocean, and continue this channel

by two stone jetties extending approximately 1500 feet into the

ocean; and (2) construct new bridges at Mission Boulevard and

Ingraham Streets, extend the Pacific Boulevard, Santa Fe Railroad,

and Horena Boulevard Hridges; and (3) relocate utilities and side-

drainage if necessary; and (4) dredge a separate navigation entrance

and tidal channel through from the ocean to the Ingraham Causevtay

bridge in Mission Bay, to 10 feet below mean lower low water, and

protect the Bay entrance channel by construction of a third stone

jetty approximately 1500 feet long.

Appellant to furnish assurances satisfactory to the Secretary of

ViTar that they will provide such local cooperation as may be required, and

YUll improve, to the fullest extent practicable, the Mission Bay area at

a rate of progress that will result in the proper development cf the

Mission Bay area within a reasonable period of time,
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bifurcated deXta-oone below the mouth of the river, discharging flood

waters into both Mission and San Diego Bays. Unoontradioted testimony

of many old inhabitants of Old Town, San Diego, oonfirms the fact that

the heighth of the flood waters at the mouth of liission Valley reaohedi,

and left water marks, 10 feet above the ground level on the trunk of the

Old Palm Tree which was planted there in 1769, This high water indication

would place the flood peak level at this point to more than 20 feet above

mean sea-level.

The magnitude of the flood during the season of 1883-4 reached a

volxune which was one-third greater than the measured flood of 1916, Under

present conditions, a flood of this intensity would innundate;ithe entire

delta-plane from the lov/er end of Mission Valley, in the vicinity of the

Old San Diego Presidio, to the mouth of Mission Bay and to Dutch Flats in

San Diego Bay, which embraces an area representing a virtual bottle-neck

to north and south transportation, and Military, Naval and National De

fense Units,

Appellant emphasizes the importance of the three floods herein

before cited, because they were all of greater intensity than the flood

of 1916 and would in the event of ̂  re-occurrence, present ̂  major dis

aster to the National Defense Program in this vitally important Military,

and Naval center.

The current century saw two destructive floods in the San Diego

River Basin, The most destructive flood during this period occurred in

1916 when the United States Geological Survey estimated the crest flow at

76,000 c.f.s., which was of less intensity than the great floods of the

nineteenth century,
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_C. EXISTING FLOOD COHTROLi Aside from the incidental value of 'Buyamaoa and

El Capitan water conservation reservoirs, comparatively little permanent

flood control improvements have been accomplished in the San Diego River

Flood Basino Virtually the only actual flood control improvements on

the San Diego River consist of a low wire-and-rock mattress bank protec

tion north of Santee which was built on the left bank of the river by the

County of San Diego, California, to prevent the stream from eroding the

lands of the County Farm,- and the government dike in the Mission Bay

area, which was completed in 1876 at a cost of $80,000 and subsequently

raised in 1917 and last strengthened in 1933n IrJhile these improvements-

confined some-vvhat the subsequent floods, they did not lessen their volume

nor dieasterous effeots.

To assume that the acisting government dike will protect the im

portant highway transportation arteries, and the industrial and Federal

units, located in and adjacent to the vital bottle-neck area here in

issue, is to jeopardize the security and progress of important National

Defense Activities;, in the face of historical flood records which clearly

indicate the hazard- involved#

JDi POTENTIAL FLOOD PEAK; It' is a matter of record that the approximate mean

annual rainfall in the San Diego River Basin, and tributary territory

thereto, ranges from approximately 10 inches on the coastal plane to

approximately 40 inches in the mountainous territory; and that more than

lOfo of the seasonal rainfall occurs during the four months December to

March, inclusive.

The flood of 1916 v/as the most destructive flood of the current

century and is the largest flood for which specific detailed records are
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