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Palace of Electricity & Varied 
Industries/Municipal Gym 
Restoration
Balboa Park Committee of 100 presentation to 
Balboa Park Committee, Sept. 2, 2021



Palace of Electricity & Varied Industries, 1935
California Pacific International Exposition



Key decorative features:


-Bas-relief, 13x22 ft.

-Ornamental panels, 82

-Terrazzo-like entry feature

- "Bagel' paint color 



Richard Requa vision
"Stimulating appeal to the eye"



Bas-relief

Marquee
Border tiles

Terrazzo-like floor artwork



At the Expo, 
1935-36





Municipal Gym, 1937-1941 



World War II

Between 1942 and 1945, some 1,400 
military men double-bunked in the gym. 
The Palisades was known as "Camp 
Kidd," for Admiral Isaac Kidd, killed at 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.



Gym reopens, 1947



Sports center, 1947-

1977 

1992



Other uses

20211969

1998

2021

Greater San Diego Science 
and Engineering Fair, 1998. 
This photo from a recent fair 
shows the tpe of 
enthusiasm buidding 
scientists  develop at such 
events.


Covid-19 
vaccination 
site, 2021



Municipal Gym Restoration
Phase 1 - Repaint in historic "bagel" color



Muni Gym - Phase 2
Fabrication
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Muni Gym - Phase 3
Structural engineering



Muni Gym - Phase 4
Installation



Timeline
July-December: Fund-
raising (goal $300,000)

September-December: 
Design and entitlement

January-March: 
Construction and 
installation




Questions and Comments? 


